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PROPOSED  RULES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING 
AND  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT 
Office  of  the  Secretary 
[24  CFR  Part  50] 

[Docket  No.  R-74-2531 

PROTECTION  AND  ENHANCEMENT  OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 

Proposed  Departmental  Policies,  Respon¬ 
sibilities,  and  Procedures 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuar^t  to 
guidelines  of  the  Council  on  Environ¬ 
mental  Quality  (“CEQ”)  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  of  August  1,  1973  (38 
PR  20550),  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  (“HUD”)  here¬ 
with  publishes  its  proposed  regulations 
concerning  the  implementation  of  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969  “NEPA”)  (Pub.  L.  91-190,  42  U.S.C. 
4321  et  seq.). 

On  July  18,  1973  (38  FR  19182)  the 
Department  published  its  procedures  for 
implementation  of  NEPA  in  the  form  of 
HUD  Handbook  1390.1,  “Departmental 
Policies,  Responsibilities  and  Procedures 
for  Protection  and  Enhancement  of  En¬ 
vironmental  Quality.”  The  Department  is 
now  codifying  regulations  as  24  CFR  Part 
50  and  at  the  same  time  revising  HUD  ‘ 
Handbook  1390.1  to  incorporate  the 
changes  proposed  by  these  regulations. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  required  by 
the  CEQ  guidelines,  HUD  is  making  mi¬ 
nor  revisions  to  its  procedures  in  order  to 
facilitate  and  promote  the  Department’s 
Implementation  of  NEPA. 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  making  of  the  proposed 
rules  by  submitting  written  data,  views, 
or  statements.  Comments  should  be  filed 
in  triplicate  with  the  Rules  Docket  Clerk, 
Office  of  General  Counsel,  Room  10256, 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  De¬ 
velopment,  451  Seventh  Street  SW., 
Washington,  D.C.  20410.  All  relevant 
material  received  on  or  before  April  8, 
1974,  will  be  considered  before  adoption 
of  final  rules.  Copies  of  comments  sub¬ 
mitted  will  be  available  for  examination 
during  business  hours  at  the  above  ad¬ 
dress. 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C.,  February 
12, 1974. 

James  T.  Lynn, 
Secretary  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development. 

PART  50— DEPARTMENTAL  POLICIES,  RE¬ 
SPONSIBILITIES  AND  PROCEDURES 
FOR  PROTECTION  AND  ENHANCEMENT 
OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY 
Subpart  A — Ganaral  Policy  artd  Rcsponaibilitias 

50.1  Purpose  and  authority. 

503  Terminology. 

60.6  General  policy. 

60.7  Office  responsibilities  for  protection 

and  enhancement  of  environmental 
quality. 

Subpart  B — Environmental  Clearances  on  HUD 
Actions 

60.10  Purpose. 

60.11  Environmental  clearance  process. 

60.12  Normal  environmental  clearance. 

60.13  Special  environmental  clearance. 


Sec. 

60.14  Environmental  impact  statement 
clearance. 

50.20  Public  hearings. 

50.25  Public  disclosure. 

Subpart  C — Review  of  Other  Agencies’  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statements 

50.30  Purpose. 

60.31  General. 

60.32  Natiue  and  scope  of  HUD  comments 

on  other  Agency  environmental  im¬ 
pact  statements. 

Authority:  Sec.  7(d),  Department  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Urban  Development  Act  (42  U.S.C. 
3535(d)). 

Subpart  A — General  Policy  and 
Responsibilities 

§  50.1  Purpose  and  authority. 

(a)  The  National  Environmental  Pol¬ 
icy  Act  of  1969  (Pub.  L.  91-190,  42  U.S.C. 
4321  et  seq.)  (hereinafter  “NEPA”) 
establishes  national  policy,  goals  and 
procedures  for  protecting  and  enhanc¬ 
ing  environmental  quality  and  directs 
the  Federal  Government  to  use  all 
practicable  means,  including  financial 
and  technical  assistance,  to  implement 
the  national  policy.  NEPA,  as  imple¬ 
mented  by  Executive  Order  11514  and 
the  Guidelines  of  the  Council  on  En¬ 
vironmental  Quality,  40  CFR  Part  1500, 
requires  that  all  agencies  of  the  Federal 
Government  prepare  detailed  environ¬ 
mental  statements  on  proposals  for  leg¬ 
islation  and  other  major  Federal  actions 
significantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the 
human  environment. 

(b)  The  purpose  of  these  regulations 
is  to  set  forth  departmental  environ¬ 
mental  policy,  to  assign  responsibilities, 
and  to  provide  procedural  guidance  to 
all  headquarters  and  field  offices  for  en¬ 
vironmental  clearances  under  NEPA. 
These  regulations  apply  to  HUD  legis¬ 
lative  proposals,  policy  and  guidance 
documents,  and  individual  project  ap¬ 
proval  actions  on  insurance,  loans  and 
grants,  subsidies,  and  demonstration 
projects. 

§  50.3  Terminology. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  part,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms  shall  apply: 

(a)  Environment.  Environment  is  not 
defined  in  NEPA  or  in  the  CiDQ  Guide¬ 
lines.  However,  it  is  clear  from  section 
102  of  NEPA  and  elsewhere  that  the  term 
is  meant  to  be  interpreted  broadly  to 
include  physical,  social,  cultural,  and 
aesthetic  dimensions.  Examples  of  envi¬ 
ronmental  considerations  are:  Air  and 
water  quality,  erosion  control,  natural 
hazards,  land  use  planning,  site  selec¬ 
tion  and  design,  subffivision  development, 
cMiservation  of  flora  and  fauna,  urban 
congestion,  overcrowding,  displacement, 
and  relocation  resulting  from  public  or 
private  action  or  natural  disaster,  noise 
pollution,  urban  blight,  code  violations, 
and  building  abandonment,  urban  sprawl, 
urban  growth  policy,  preservation  of  cul¬ 
tural  resources,  including  properties  on 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places, 
urban  design  and  the  quality  of  the  built 
environment,  the  impact  of  the  environ¬ 
ment  on  people  and  their  activities. 

(b)  Major  Federal  actions  signifi¬ 


cantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment.  Those  actions  taken  by  a 
Federal  agency  which  require  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statements  in  accordance 
with  section  102(2)  (C)  of  NEPA.  As  HUD 
processes  between  15,000  and  20,000  ap¬ 
plications  per  year  at  the  project  level, 
not  including  insurance  actions  on  indi¬ 
vidual  houses,  the  three-level  environ¬ 
mental  clearance  process  defined  in  this 
part  shall  be  used  to  determine  which 
action  is  a  major  Federal  action  signifi¬ 
cantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment. 

(c)  Significant  environmental  impact. 
For  the  purpose  of  this  part,  the  term 
“significant  environmental  impact”  is 
used  to  describe  the  consequences  of  an 
action  significantly  affecting  the  quality 
of  the  hiunan  environment.  This  term  is 
defined  to  some  extent  in  40  CFR  1500.6 
of  the  CEQ  Guidelines,  but  the  definition 
in  general  is  a  matter  of  discretion  dele¬ 
gated  to  agency  heads  for  formulation 
of  guidelines  subject  to  the  approval  of 
CEQ. 

(d)  Environmental  impact.  An  envi- 
ronmentsd  impact  is  any  alteration  of  en¬ 
vironmental  conditions  or  creation  of  a 
new  set  of  environmental  conditions,  ad¬ 
verse  or  beneficial,  caused  or  induced  by 
the  action  or  set  of  actions  under  con¬ 
sideration.  Assessment  of  the  significance 
of  the  environmental  impact  generally 
involves  two  major  elements:  A  quanti¬ 
tative  measure  of  magnitude  and  a  quali¬ 
tative  measure  of  importance.  Such  a 
determination  is  a  matter  of  judgment 
and  consensus;  at  the  project  level,  this 
judgment  shall  be  governed  by  HUD  en¬ 
vironmental  policies  and  standards. 

(e)  HUD  environmental  policies  and 
standards.  National,  Departmental,  and 
program  objectives,  policies,  standards, 
and  procedures.  These  include:  (1)  Na¬ 
tional  environmental  goals  and  policies 
'as  expressed  in  NEPA,  other  statutes  and 
Executive  Orders,  and  guidelines  issued 
by  the  Council  on  Environmental  Qual¬ 
ity;  (2)  Department- wide  standards  and 
policies  such  as  HUD  Circular  1390.2; 
and  (3)  Environmental  considerations 
contained  in  program  policy  and  guid¬ 
ance  documents,  including  environment- 
related  project  selection  criteria,  mini¬ 
mum  property  standards,  and  environ¬ 
mental  elements  of  program  circulars, 
handbooks  and  other  issuances. 

(f)  Major  amendatory.  For  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  part,  significant  change 
in  the  nature,  ma^tude  or  extent  of 
the  action  from  that  which  was  orig¬ 
inally  evaluated  and  which  may  have 
a  significant  effect  on  the  quality  of  the 
human  environment,  such  as  an  environ¬ 
mentally  significant  change  in  location  or 
site,  area  covered,  size  or  design.  An  in- 
cresise  or  decrease  in  cost  is  considered 
a  major  amendatory  only  when  the  in¬ 
crease  or  decrease  reflects  such  an  envi¬ 
ronmentally  significant  change  in  the 
project. 

(g)  Threshold.  A  criterion  of  size  or  of 
environmental  impact  above  which  a 
Special  Environmental  Clearance  is  al¬ 
ways  required.  The  threshold  is  designed 
to  screen  out  the  more  important  HUD 
actions  for  special  attention.  HUD 
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thresholds  are  set  forth  in  Appendix  A-1 
to  this  part. 

(h)  Decision  points.  Those  points  of 
Federal  commitment  In  the  decision¬ 
making  process  before  which  prescribed 
environmental  clearances  must  be  com¬ 
pleted.  HUD  decision  points  are  set  forth 
in  Appendix  A-1  to  this  part. 

(i)  Finding  of  inapplicability.  A  de¬ 
termination  made  in  accordance  with 
this  part  by  an  authorized  HUD  official 
that  no  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(hereinafter  “EIS”)  is  required  for  the 
proposed  HUD  action  under  considera¬ 
tion.  The  Finding  of  Inapplicability  for 
project  level  actions  is  a  part  of  the 
Special  Environmental  Clearance. 

(j)  Comments.  Formal  reactions  by 
one  Federal  agency  to  the  proposed  ac¬ 
tion  and  the  Draft  Environmental  Im¬ 
pact  Statement  of  another  Federal 
agency;  also  formal  reactions  of  State 
and  local  agencies  or  of  public  or  pri¬ 
vate  groups  to  the  proposed  action.  Each 
Federal  agency,  including  HUD,  shall 
taJie  these  comments  received  on  its 
I^:aft  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
Into  account  in  the  Final  Environmental 
iWact  Statement  and  in  the  approval 
or  disapproval  of  the  proposal. 

(k)  Areas  of  jurisdiction  by  law  or 
special  expertise.  The  areas  in  which 
one  agency  is  asked  to  comment  on  ma¬ 
jor  actions  by  another  agency  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  NEPA  and  the  CEQ  Guide¬ 
lines.  Appendix  n  to  the  CEQ  Guide¬ 
lines  proWdes  CEQ  views  on  those  areas. 
HUD  Draft  Environmental  Impact  State¬ 
ments  shall  be  sent  to  those  agencies 
listed  under  the  appropriate  areas  to  so¬ 
licit  their  comments. 

(l)  Substantial  rehabilitation.  Repair 
or  rehabilitation  of  a  structure  which 
prolongs  its  useful  life  for  twenty  (20) 
years  or  more. 

S  50.5  General  policy. 

(a)  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Department 
to  reject  proposals  which  have  imac- 
ceptable  environmental  impacts,  based 
on  HUD  environmental  policies  and 
standards,  which  cannot  be  avoided,  and 
to  encourage  modification  of  project 
proposals  or  plans  in  order  to  enhance 
environmental  quality  and  minimize  en¬ 
vironmental  harm.  At  each  stage  of  the 
environmental  clearance  HUD  officials 
shall  work  with  the  applicant  to  seek 
means  for  avoiding  adverse  environmen¬ 
tal  Impact,  maximizing  environmental 
qiiality,  and  considering  superior  alter¬ 
natives. 

(b)  When  environmental  clearances 
reveal  conditions  or  safeguards  which 
should  be  implemented  once  a  project  is 
approved  in  order  to  protect  and  enhance 
environmental  quality  or  minimize  ad¬ 
verse  environmental  impacts,  such  con¬ 
ditions  or  safeguards  shall  *1^  set  forth 
as  requirements  in  the  contract,  grant,  or 
other  docvunents  which  delineate  the 
obligations  of  the  recipient.  The  con¬ 
tractor’s  performance  in  meeting  such 
conditions  shall  be  monitored  and  evalu¬ 
ated  as  part  of  the  normal  project  moni¬ 
toring  and  evaluation. 


(c)  Environmental  Impact  shall  be 
evaluated  on  as  comprehensive  a  scale  as 
is  feasible,  with  a  view  to  the  overall 
cumulative  Impact  of  HUD  actions  and 
programs,  as  well  as  the  project  specific 
impacts  of  a  particvilar  proposal.  En¬ 
vironmental  factors  shall  be  considered 
as  early  as  possible  in  the  review  and 
decision-making  prcxtess. 

(d)  Section  102(2)  (A)  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  directs  all 
agencies  to  “utilize  a  systematic,  inter¬ 
disciplinary  approach  which  will  insure 
the  integrated  use  of  the  natural  and 
social  sciences  and  the  environmental 
design  arts  in  planning  and  in  decision¬ 
making  which  may  have  an  impact  on 
man’s  environment.”  When  making  de¬ 
terminations  regarding  environmental 
impacts,  HUD  officials  shall  consult  HUD 
professional  personnel,  such  as  urban 
planners,  landscape  architects,  civil  engi¬ 
neers,  sanitary  engineers,  architects, 
economists,  demographers,  sociologists, 
lawyers,  and  others  who  are  qualified  to 
provide  advice  on  specialized  and  broad 
aspects  of  environmental  concerns. 

(e)  HUD  officials  shall  continue  to 
establish  and  review  environmental  poli¬ 
cies,  standards  and  procedures  for  ad¬ 
ministering  HUD  programs  to  promote 
environmental  quality.  HUD  policies  and 
procedures  must  be  consistent  with  this 
Handbook. 

§  50.7  Office  responsibilities  for  protec¬ 
tion  and  enhancement  of  environ¬ 
mental  quality. 

(a)  Assistant  Secretary  for  Commu¬ 
nity  Planning  and  Development  (CPD). 
'The  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  is  as¬ 
signed  the  overall  departmental  respon¬ 
sibility  for  administering  and  coordinat¬ 
ing  the  department-wide  aspects  of  en¬ 
vironmental  policies  and  procedures  set 
forth  in  this.  part.  He  shall  be  assisted  as 
appropriate  by  all  HUD  Assistant  Secre¬ 
taries,  the  General  Coimsel,  the  Federal 
Insurance  Administrator,  the  New  Com¬ 
munities  Administrator,  the  Federal  Dis¬ 
aster  Assistance  Administrator,  and  the 
HUD  Regional  Administrators,  and  he 
shall  have  authority  to  delegate  portions 
of  the  total  responsibility  as  appropriate. 
The  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  shall 
provide  leadership  in  moving  toward  a 
imifled  departmental  set  of  policies  and 
standards  to  be  applied  to  all  HUD  ac¬ 
tions.  He  shall  also  be  HUD’s  principal 
point  of  contact  with  the  Council  on 
Environmental  Quality,  the  Advisory 
Coimcil  on  Historic  Preservation,  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  other 
Federal  agencies  and  State  and  local 
groups  on  environmental  matters.  He 
shall  promulgate  such  additional  inter¬ 
nal  HUD  guidance  as  may  be  necessary 
for  carrying  out  these  functions  and 
shall  monitor  and  audit  HUD  activities 
pursuant  to  this  policy.  He  shall  n^ain- 
taln  a  current  list  of  (1)  all  envircm- 
mental  impact  statements  being  pre¬ 
pared,  and  (2)  the  Findings  of  InatH^U- 


cability,  on  policy  issuances  or  other 
Central  Office  functions.  He  shall  trans¬ 
mit,  quarterly,  to  CEQ  a  list  of  all  HUD 
environmental  impact  statements  \mder 
preparation  and  all  Findings  of  Inappli¬ 
cability.  He  may  designate  a  senior  staff 
member  as  the  Departmental  Environ¬ 
mental  Clearance  Officer  (hereinafter 
“ECO”)  to  act  for  him  in  carrying  out 
responsibilities  under  this  part. 

(b)  General  Counsel.  The  General 
Counsel  shall; 

(1)  Designate  an  Environmental 
Clearance  Officer  (ECO)  who  shall  act 
as  his  principal  advisor  on  environmental 
matters  and  establish  environmental 
clearance  procedures  for  his  office: 

(2)  Require  the  preparation  of  the 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  or 
Finding  of  Inapplicability  for  all  new 
HUD  legislative  proposals  which  may 
have  significant  environmental  impact; 

(3)  Require  the  preparation  of  a  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  or  a 
Finding  of  Inapplicability  prior  to  the 
publication  of  each  notice  of  proposed 
rulemaking  in  the  Federal  Register,  and 
a  Final  Environmental  Impact  State¬ 
ment  (where  applicable)  prior  to  the 
approval  and  promulgation  of  new  reg¬ 
ulations  which  may  have  a  potential  for 
significantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the 
human  environment; 

(4)  Be  provided  the  opportunity  to 
review  Draft  and  Final  Environmental 
Impact  Statements  prior  to  issuance  for 
policy  actions  and  Central  Office  project 
actions; 

(5)  Support  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  CPD  on  matters  relating  to  litigation, 
interpretation  of  statutory  requirements 
and  other  areas  as  appropriate. 

(c)  Assistant  Secretaries  and  Admin¬ 
istrators  of  the  Federal  Insurance  Ad¬ 
ministration.  the  New  Communities  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  the  Federal  Disaster 
Assistance  Administration.  (1)  Designate 
an  Environmental  Clearance  Officer 
(ECO)  (a  senior  official  or  staff  director) 
who  shall  act  as  principal  advisor  on 
environmental  matters,  maintain  an  en¬ 
vironmental  reference  file  of  appropriate 
background  and  resource  material,  over¬ 
see  the  development  of  environmental 
policies,  standards  and  procedures  for 
the  office,  monitor  proposed  policy  ac¬ 
tions  and  provide  for  environmental 
clearances  for  those  which  may  have  a 
potential  for  significantly  affecting  the 
quality  of  the  hiunan  environment  and 
maintain  liaison  with  the  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  for  CPD; 

(2)  Revise  existing  program  policies, 
procedures,  standards,  criteria,  and  ap¬ 
plication  forms  promulgated  by  his  office 
to  Includes  provisions  for  environmental 
ccmsiderations  and  clearance  require¬ 
ments  in  accordance  with  departmental 
policies  and  procedures  set  forth  in  this 
part;  and/or  issue  a  new  document  of 
environmental  standards,  criteria,  and 
clearance  procedures  which  shall  govern 
all  programs  under  his  jurisdiction. 

(3)  Establish  and  maintain,  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
CPD,  orderly  procedures  for  environ- 
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mental  clearances  for  proposed  policy 
actions  which  may  have  significant  en¬ 
vironmental  impact.  These  shall  provide 
for  an  ESivironmental  Impact  Statement 
or  Finding  of  Inapplicability  for  proposed 
legislation,  new  regulations,  policy  issu¬ 
ances,  guidance  documents  or  revisions 
to  program  policies  and  procedures  which 
may  have  a  potential  for  significantly 
affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment: 

(4)  Assign  sufficient  qualified  person¬ 
nel  to  activities  required  to  implement 
this  part  and  to  address  general  issues  of 
environmental  protection  and  enhance¬ 
ment  :  and 

(5)  Provide  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  CPD  a  formal  evaluation  each  year 
of  progress  in  his  program  area  in  those 
activities  specified  in  paragraph  (c)  (2) 
through  (4)  of  this  section.  This  shall  in¬ 
clude  a  review  of  environmental  clear¬ 
ances  of  programs  and  policy  documents 
accomplished  in  the  previous  year  and 
an  assessment  of  what  needs  to  be  done 
in  the  upcoming  year. 

(d)  Assistant  Secretary  for  Adminis¬ 
tration.  The  Assistant  Secretary  for  Ad¬ 
ministration  or  his  designee  shall  sup¬ 
port  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  in 
budgetary  process  requirements  set  forth 
in  OMB  Bulletin  No.  72-6. 

(e)  Special  Assistant  to  the  Secretary 
for  Public  Affairs.  The  Director  of  Public 
Affairs  shall  be  responsible  for  preparing 
and  disseminating  a  press  release  on  all 
environmental  impact  statements  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  Central  OfiBce,  including  new 
community  actions  and  p>olicy  actions. 

(f)  Regional  Administrators. 'Each'Re- 
gional  Administrator  shall; 

(1)  Designate  his  Assistant  Regional 
Administrator  for  CPM  as  the  Regional 
Office  Environmental  Clearance  Officer 
(RO-ECO),  who  shall  act  as  principal 
advisor  to  the  Regional  Administrator  on 
environmental  affairs;  maintain  an  en¬ 
vironmental  reference  file  of  appropriate 
background  and  resource  material ; 
maintain  a  current  list  of  all  environ¬ 
mental  impact  statements  being  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  Region  and  a  current  list 
of  all  Findings  of  Inapplicability,  and 
transmit  these  lists  quarterly  to  the  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  for  CPD  or  his  desig¬ 
nated  ECO,  who  shall  transmit  the  lists 
quarterly  to  CEQ;  oversee  and  monitor 
environmental  clearances  throughout  the 
Region  including  compliance  with  the 
review  requirements  of  the  National  His¬ 
toric  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Piib.  L. 
89-655,  section  106 ) ;  and  provide  train¬ 
ing  as  necessary; 

(2)  Assign  sufficient  qualified  person¬ 
nel  to  carry  out  environmental  clearances 
described  herein,  and  take  other  acticms 
necessary  to  carry  out  departmental  en¬ 
vironmental  policies  and  standards. 

(3)  Provide  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  CPD  with  a  formal  aimual  evaluation 
of  the  progress  in  implementing  NEPA 
and  this  part  for  all  programs  in  the 
Region; 

(4)  Bring  to  Uie  attention  of  the  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  for  CPD  significant 


policy  issues  which  appear  to  require 
additional  departmental  guidance  re¬ 
garding  their  environmental  aspects; 
and 

(5)  Assign  the  responsibility  to  the 
Public  Information  Officer  of  preparing 
a  press  release  on  all  envirwimental  im¬ 
pact  statements  upon  distribution. 

(g)  Area  Office  and  Insuring  Office  Di¬ 
rectors.  The  Area  and  Insuring  Office 
Directors,  shall; 

(1)  Designate,  in  the  Area  Office,  the 
Assistant  Director  for  Planning  and  Re¬ 
location  as  the  Area  Office  Environmen¬ 
tal  Clearance  Officer  (AO-ECO)  (a 
different  senior  official  or  staff  director 
reporting  directly  to  him  or  his  deputy 
may  be  designated  as  the  ECO  with  the 
approval  of  the  RO-ECO  and  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  for  CPD) ,  who  shall  act  as 
principal  advisor  to  the  Area  Director  on 
environmental  affairs,  maintain  an  en¬ 
vironmental  reference  file  of  appropriate 
backgroimd  and  resource  material,  over¬ 
see  and  monitor  environmental  clear¬ 
ances  in  the  Area  Office,  and  provide 
training  as  necessary.  The  ECO’s  respon¬ 
sibilities  shall  also  include  evaluating  the 
adequacy  of  the  p>erformance  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  staff  regarding  environmental 
clearances  for  which  they  are  responsible 
and  recommending  changes  where  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  Area  Director.  For  purposes 
of  compliance  with  the  special  review 
requirements  of  section  106  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Historic  Preservation  Act,  the 
AO-ECO  shall  also  serve  as  the  staff 
member  responsible  for  compliance  with 
section  106. 

(2)  Designate,  in  the  Insuring  Office, 
the  Chief  Underwriter  as  the  Insuring 
Office  Environmental  Clearance  Officer 
(lO-ECO),  who  shall  act  as  principal 
advisor  to  the  Insuring  Office  Director  on 
environmental  affairs,  maintain  an  en¬ 
vironmental  reference  file  of 'appropriate 
background  and  resource  material,  over¬ 
see  and  monitor  environmental  clear¬ 
ances  in  the  Insuring  Office,  and  provide 
training  as  necessary.  The  ECO’s  respon¬ 
sibilities  shall  also  include  evaluating  the 
adequacy  of  the  performance  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  staff  regarding  environmental 
clearances  for  which  they  are  responsible 
and  recommending  changes  where  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  Insuring  Office  Director.  For 
purposes  of  compliance  with  the  special 
review  requirements  of  section  106  of  the 
National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  the 
lO-ECO  shall  also  serve  as  the  staff 
member  responsible  for  compliance  with 
section  106. 

(3)  Assign  sufficient  qualified  person¬ 
nel  to  carry  out  environmental  clear¬ 
ances  described  herein,  and  take  other 
actions  necessary  to  carry  out  depart¬ 
mental  environmental  policies  and 
standards,  as  directed  in  this  part; 

(4)  As  directed  by  the  Regional  Admin¬ 
istrator,  provide  for  periodic  evaluation 
of  the  progress  in  implementing  NEPA 
and  this  part;  and 

(5)  Bring  xmresolved  policy  issues  to 
the  attention  of  the  Regional  Adminis¬ 
trator. 


Subpart  B — Environmental  Clearances  on 
HUD  Actions 

§  50.10  Purpose. 

The  purpose  of  this  subpart  is  to 
establish  a  procediu^  for  determining 
whether  a  proposed  HUD  action  is  a 
“major  Federal  action  significantly  af¬ 
fecting  the  quality  of  the  human  en¬ 
vironment”,  and  whether  the  pr(HX)sal 
should  be  accepted,  rejected,  or  modified 
accordingly. 

§  50.11  Environmental  clearance  proc¬ 
ess. 

The  procedure  involves  a  three  level 
environmental  clearance  process:  Normal 
Environmental  Clearance:  Special  En¬ 
vironmental  Clearance;  and  Ekiviron- 
mental  Impact  Statement  Clearance. 
Normal  Clearance  is  essentially  a  con¬ 
sistency  check  with  HUD  environmental 
policies  and  standards  and  a  brief  evalu¬ 
ation  of  environmental  impact.  Special 
Clearance  requires  an  environmental 
evaluation  of  greater  detail  and  depth. 
Finally,  an  Ekivironmental  Impact  State¬ 
ment  is  the  complete  and  fully  compre¬ 
hensive  environmental  evaluation,  in¬ 
cluding  formal  review  by  other  Federal, 
State  and  local  agencies,  as  prescribed 
by  section  102(2)  (C)  of  NEPA.  Many 
HUD  actions  will  be  subject  to  a  Normal 
Environmental  Clearance.  On  the  basis 
of  that  clearance,  the  proposed  project 
shall  be  accepted,  rejected,  or  modified 
accordingly.  However,  if,  even  after  ap¬ 
propriate  modification  to  mitigate  en¬ 
vironmental  impacts,  it  is  determined 
that  there  is  potential  significant  en¬ 
vironmental  impact.  Special  Clearance 
procedures  shall  be  initiated.  If,  after 
Special  Clearance  and  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  any  changes  mitigating  environ¬ 
mental  impacts,  such  impwicts  are  still 
significant  as  a  result  of  the  action,  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  shall 
be  prepared  on  the  proposed  action.  The 
mere  mitigation  of  adverse  effects  does 
not  indicate  that  a  project' has  no  sig¬ 
nificant  impact;  an  Environmental  Im¬ 
pact  Statement  may  be  required  even 
though  adverse  effects  have  been  miti¬ 
gated.  All  required  environmental  clear¬ 
ances  shall  be  completed  prior  to  the  de¬ 
cision  points  described  in  Appendix  A. 

(a)  Exemptions.  Although  HUD’s  gen¬ 
eral  policy  -on  environmental  considera¬ 
tions  applies  to  adl  HUD  actions,  the  pro¬ 
cedural  requirements  for  mvironmental 
clearances  set  forth  in  this  sul^art 
shall  not  apply  to  those  HUD  actions 
which  have  been  determined  not  to  be 
“major  Federal  actions  significantly  af¬ 
fecting  the  quality  of  the  human  en¬ 
vironment”.  These  shall  include  an  indi¬ 
vidual  action  on  a  one-to-four  family 
dwelling,  training  grants,  or  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  modernization  projects  which 
do  not  extend  the  life  of  a  structure 
twenty  (20)  years  or  more.  Exemptions 
from  environmental  clearances  do  not 
exempt  these  activities  from  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  section  106  of  the  National 
Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  when 
a  property  is  listed  on,  or  -nominated 
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to,  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places. 

(1)  Planning  assistance  projects  (701 
Comprehensive  Planning  Assistance 
grants  and  other  planning  loans  and 
grants)  are  exempted  from  the  pro¬ 
cedural  requirements,  but  in  lieu  thereof 
an  environmental  assessment  of  the 
Pinal  planning  product  shall  be  required 
as  part  of  the  proposed  planning 
program. 

(2)  With  respect  to  disaster  relief 
and  emergency  activities  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  procedures  for  environmental 
clearance  shall  not  apply  to  actions  de¬ 
signed  to  meet  the  temporary  housing 
needs  of  the  affected  p<H>ulation.  Disaster 
activities  which  provide  permanent 

'housing  and  other  recovery  efforts  will 
follow  the  environmental  clearance  pro¬ 
cedures.  However,  where  required  by  the 
serious  nature  of  the  situation  and  upon 
the  approval  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  CPD,  activities  such  as  disaster  re¬ 
lated  early  land  acquisition,  clearance 
of  damaged  structures,  and  relocation 
efforts  may  take  place  pricff  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  environmental  review. 

(3)  Except  for  these  exemptions,  all 
HUD  actions  must  undergo  one  or  more 
environmental  clearances  prior  to  the 
decision-points  listed  in  Appendix  A-1 
to  this  part. 

(b)  Limitation  on  actions  pending 
clearance.  Pending  preparation  and  com¬ 
pletion  of  any  environmental  clearance, 
the  appnH>rlate  HXJD  official  may,  after 
consultation  with  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  CPD  or  his  designee,  direct  an  appli¬ 
cant  to  refrain  from  taking  any  action 
with  respect  to  a  project  which  such 
official  determines  might  have  an  adverse 
environmental  effect  or  might  so  alter 
the  environmental  premises  on  which  the 
clearance  is  based  as  to  affect  the  validity 
of  the  conclusions  reached.  Such  official 
may  also  direct  the  applicant  to  take 
such  additional  actions  as  he  determines 
are  necessary  to  preserve  the  status  quo. 
The  applicant  shall  promptly  ccanply 
with  all  directions  issued  in  accordance 
with  this  subsection. 

(c)  Additional  requirements.  The  re¬ 
sponsibilities  and  clearance  requirements 
set  forth  in  this  subpart  represent  mini¬ 
mum  Departmental  requirements.  Re¬ 
gional  Administrators  and  Area  and 
Insuring  Office  Directors  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  Regional  Administrator 
have  discretimi  to  require  such  additional 
clearances  and  responsibilities  as  are 
deemed  necessary  for  the  effective  Im¬ 
plementation  of  this  part. 

(d)  Controversy.  Decisions  resulting 
from  Normal  or  Special  (Clearance  shall 
give  adequate  consideration  to  existing 
or  potential  environmental  controversy. 
Issues  raised  by  opponents  and  support¬ 
ers  oi  the  HUD  actions  shall  be  carefully 
examined  to  determine  whether  the  proj¬ 
ect  invcrives  significant  environmental 
impacts.  Major  controversy  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  raise  substantive  environmental 
issues  is  a  factor  which  should  contribute 
to  a  decision  to  imdertake  a  more  com¬ 
prehensive  environmental  clearance  pro¬ 
cedure  than  would  otherwise  be  initiated. 


For  example.  In  the  case  of  projects 
which  would  ordinarily  require  only 
Normal  Clearance,  major  envlronmentij 
controversy  should  weigh  heavily  In  the 
decision  to  undertake  a  Special  Clear¬ 
ance.  Likewise  for  projects  which  nor¬ 
mally  require  only  Special  Cfiearance, 
major  controversy  on  environmental 
issues  should  weigh  heavily  in  the  de¬ 
cision  to  undertake  Environmental  Im¬ 
pact  Statement  Clearance. 

(e)  Retroactivity.  To  the  maximum 
extent  practicable,  environmental  clear¬ 
ance  shall  be  required  for  imcompleted 
projects  which  have  never  gone  through 
an  environmental  clearance  under  NEPA, 
at  such  time  as  a  subsequent  significant 
HUD  action,  such  as  the  next  stage  of 
program  approval  or  approval  of  a  ma¬ 
jor  amendatory,  is  proposed.  Where  it  is 
not  practicable  to  reassess  the  basic 
course  of  action,  major  attention  should 
be  given  to  measures  which,  given  the 
stage  of  project  completion,  may  reduce 
adverse  environmental  impact.  It  is  also 
important  in  taking  further  action  that 
account  be  taken  of  environmental  con¬ 
sequences  not  fully  evaluated  at  the  out¬ 
set  of  the  project. 

(f)  Evaluation  of  comprehensive  ac¬ 
tivities.  Individual  actions  that  are  re¬ 
lated  either  geographically  or  as  logical 
parts  in  a  composite  of  contemplated 
actions  may  be  more  appropriately  eval¬ 
uated  in  a  single  environmental  clear¬ 
ance.  The  comprehensive  environmental 
evaluation  will  not  satisfy  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  part,  however,  if  it  is 
superficial  or  limited  to  generalities. 
When  all  significant  issues  cannot  be 
anticipated  or  adequately  treated  in 
connection  with  the  comprehensive  as¬ 
sessment  as  a  whole,  environmental 
clearances  of  more  limited  scope  will  be 
necessary  on  subsequent  individual  ac¬ 
tions  in  order  to  fulfill  the  requirements 
of  this  part. 

(g)  Properties  listed  on,  or  nominated 
to,  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.  Any  HUD  action  or  undertaking 
which  has  an  effect  on  a  property  listed 
on,  or  nominated  to,  the  National  Reg¬ 
ister  of  Historic  Places  will  require  Spe¬ 
cial  Environmental  Clearance  and  must 
comply  with  section  106  of  the  National 
Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  and 
implementing  procedures,  36  CTR  Part 
800. 

(h)  Environmental  clearance  forms. 
Environmental  clearance  forms  shall  be 
used  in  conducting  the  required  envi¬ 
ronmental  clearance(s)  for  project  level 
actions  as  directed  in  this  part.  Form 
ECXD-l,  completed  by  the  applicant,  shall 
be  used  by  HUD  principally  as  a  source 
of  feM:tual  information.  An  independent 
environmental  assessment  and  evalua¬ 
tion  shall  be  conducted  by  HUD  on  Form 
ECO-2  or  Form  ECO-3,  or  an  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statement  shall  be  pre¬ 
pared.  The  completed  clearances  shall 
become  part  of  the  application  file  and 
shall  accompany  the  proposal  through 
the  review  and  decisionmaking  process. 

(1)  The  Applicant’s  Environmental 
Information,  Form  ECO-1,  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  of  applicants  for  all  project  pro¬ 


posals  except  those  exempted  in  §  50.11 
(a)(1).  The  applicant  shall  be  provided 
with  Form  ECO-1  along  with  the  re¬ 
quired  program  application  forms,  and 
the  environmental  clearance  require¬ 
ments  shall  be  explained  in  the  earliest 
stages  of  contact  and  application  prepa¬ 
ration.  The  appropriate  HUD  official  shall 
indicate  to  the  applicant  the  initial  level 
of  environmental  clearance  required  for 
the  proposed  project.  The  completed 
Form  E(5o-1  shall  accompany  A-95  noti¬ 
fication  where  required.  It  shall  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  HUD  with  the  completed 
application. 

(2)  After /Obtaining  information  from 
other  sources,  HUD  shall  evaluate  and 
verify  the  information  provided  by  the 
applicant  on  Form  ECO-1.  HUD  may 
begin  preparing  the  appropriate  clear¬ 
ance  worksheet  at  this  time  or  may  await 
the  resolution  of  problems.  The  applicant 
shall  be  asked  to  modify  or  supplement 
Form  ECO-1  as  appropriate:  If  there  is 
inadequate  mformation,  the  applicant 
shall  be  asked  to  supplement  Form  ECO- 
1  with  documentation  as  necessary:  if 
there  are  environmental  problems,  the 
applicant  shall  be  asked  to  present  solu¬ 
tions,  modify  the  project,  include  meas¬ 
ures  to  enhance  environmental  quality 
or  reduce  adverse  environmental  im¬ 
pacts,  provide  assurances  and  documen¬ 
tation  as  necessary,  and  amend  or  revise 
Form  ECO-1  accordmgly.  HUD  shall 
then  complete  the  appropriate  environ¬ 
mental  clearance  worksheet,  or  shall 
prepare  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement. 

(i)  Relationship  Between  A-95  pro¬ 
cedures  and  environmental  clearance 
procedures.  OMB  Circular  A-95  provides 
a  mechanism  for  securing  comments  and 
views  of  State  and  local  agencies  re¬ 
garding  the  impact,  including  environ¬ 
mental  impact,  of  Federal  and  Federally- 
assisted  projects.  The  A-95  requirements 
are  coordinated,  but  not  synon3unous, 
with  the  requirements  set  forth  in  this 
part.  Those  programs  or  projects  which 
are  not  subject  to  A-95  requirements  are 
nevertheless  subject  to  environmental 
clearance  requirements  unless  specifi¬ 
cally  exempted  in  §  50.11(a)  (1).  The  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  part  and  OMB  Cir¬ 
cular  A-95  shall  be  coordinated  in  the 
following  manner: 

(1)  Project  Notification  and  Review 
System  (PNRS) .  The  A-95  Project  Noti¬ 
fication  and  Review  System  requires  that, 
for  non-housing  programs  covered  by 
Attachment  D  of  the  A-95  Circular,  the 
applicant  submit  to  the  appropriate 
clearinghouses  a  notice  of  intent  to  file 
an  application  for  Federal  assistance. 
For  housing  projects  exceeding  A-95 
thresholds  listed  in  paragraph  7c  of 
AttSfChment  A  and  under  programs  listed 
Attachment  D,  HUD  is  required  to  send 
the  application  submitted  by  the  appli¬ 
cant  to  the  appropriate  clearinghouses. 
Housing  projects  under  A-95  thresholds 
are  not  subject  to  the  A-95  requirements. 
Environmental  clearances  procedures 
set  forth  in  this  part  require  that  the 
applicant  prepare  Form  ECO-1.  For  pro¬ 
grams  also  covered  by  the  A-95  Circular, 
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such  form  shall  accompany  the  A-95 
submission. 

(2)  Inclusion  of  A-95  Comments  fn 
Draft  EIS.  A-95  review  of  a  proposed 
project  generally  takes  place  prior  to  the 
preparation  of  an  Impact  statement. 
Therefore,  comments  on  the  proposed 
project  that  are  secured  during  this 
stage  of  the  A-95  process  must  be  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  Draft  EIS.  The  comments 
received  from  clearinghouses,  or  by  State 
and  local  environmental  agencies 
through  clearinghouses,  in  the  A-95  re¬ 
view  diall  be  attached  to  the  draft  im¬ 
pact  statement  when  it  is  circulated  for 
review. 

(3)  Review  of  environmental  impact 
statement.  If  an  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  is  required,  HUD  shall  notify 
the  appropriate  A-95  clearinghouses  of 
HUD’S  Intent  to  prepare  and  file  the 
Draft  Statement.  When  the  Draft  State¬ 
ment  is  distributed,  HUD  shall  send 
copies  of  the  Statement  to  the  appropri¬ 
ate  clearinghouses  for  review  and  com¬ 
ment,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  the 
subject  proposal  is  covered  by  OMB  Cir¬ 
cular  A-95.  The  clearinghouses  shall  also 
receive  copies  of  the  Pinal  Statement  for 
their  information. 

(j)  Updating  environmental  clear¬ 
ances.  Environmental  clearances  shall 
be  updated  by  revision,  .amendment  or 
addendiun  to  the  original  clearance,  if: 

(1)  Additional  information  with  sig¬ 
nificant  implications  for  environmental 
imp>act  or  i^ditional  environmental  im¬ 
pacts  not  previously  considered  is  dis¬ 
covered  during  the  review  process.  Ac¬ 
tions  which  went  through  Normal  or  Spe¬ 
cial  Environmental  Clearance  shall  be 
updated  by  revision,  amendment  or  ad¬ 
dendum  to  the  original  environmental 
clearance  worksheet.  A  new  finding  shall 
then  be  made  on  the  basis  of  all  informa¬ 
tion,  and  action  taken  accordingly.  For 
actions  for  which  a  Draft  and  Final  En¬ 
vironmental  Impact  Statement  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  distributed,  the  Final  State¬ 
ment  shall  be  revised  and  reissued,  or  an 
addendum  to  the  Statement  shall  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  distributed.  Such  revision  or 
addendiun  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
review  and  comment  procedures  as  was 
the  original  Final  Statement. 

(2)  Major  amendatories  are  proposed. 
For  major  amendatories,  the  type  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  enviromnental  clearance  required 
shall  depend  on  the  type,  size  and  scale 
of  the  proposed  action  as  amended.  If  an 
EIS  is  prepared  for  the  amendatory,  it 
shall  be  prepared  and  processed  pursuant 
to  S  50.14. 

(3)  HUD  approval  action  is  required 
for  component  activities  whose  environ¬ 
mental  Impacts  were  not  addressed  in 
sufficient  detail  in  original  environmen¬ 
tal  clearance  for  the  larger  action.  Such 
clearance  shall  focus  on  the  environmen¬ 
tal  impact  of  the  specific  project  and  site 
and  need  not  treat  the  environmental  im¬ 
pact  on  the  more  comprehensive  level 
addressed  in  the  original  Environmental 
Impact  Statement.  A  finding  shall  then 
be  made  as  to  the  significance  of  the  en¬ 
vironmental  Impact  of  the  specific  proj¬ 
ect  activity,  and  action  taken  accordingly* 


If  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
Is  prepared  for  the  component  activity,  it 
shall  be  prepared  and  processed  pursuant 
to  S  50.14. 

§  50.12  Normal  environmental  clear¬ 
ance. 

Normal  Environmental  Clearanpe  shall 
be  required  for  HUD  actions  for  which  it 
is  not  Immediately  evident  that  Special 
Environmental  Clearance  or  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statement  Clearance  is 
required.  Normal  Environmental  Clear- 
ance  is  a  consistency  check  with  HUD 
environmental  policies  and  standards  and 
a  brief  evaluation  of  environmental  im¬ 
pact.  In  formation  shall  be  requested 
from  the  applicant  on  Form  ECO-1  and 
gathered  from  other  sources  as  appro¬ 
priate.  After  modifications  to  the  pro¬ 
posal  to  mitigate  environmental  impacts 
as  necessary,  HUD  shall  conduct  an  inde¬ 
pendent  assessment  and  evaluation  on 
Form  ECO-2. 

(a)  Responsibility  for  clearance.  Re¬ 
sponsibility  for  Normal  Environmental 
Clearance  shall  rest  with  the  Area/In¬ 
suring  Office  program  staff.  An  informa¬ 
tion  copy  shall  be  sent  to  the  ECO. 

(b)  Action  resulting  from  clearance. 
(1)  If  after  appri^riate  modifications  to 
the  proposal  there  exist  environmental 
impacts  which  are  unavoidable,  and, 
based  on  HUD  environm^tal  policies 
and  standards,  such  impacts  are  also  con¬ 
sidered  unacceptable,  then  the  proposal 
shall  be  rejected. 

(2)  If  there  is  no  significant  environ¬ 
mental  impact,  processing  of  the  proposal 
may  proceeed.  Conditions  or  safeguards 
foimd  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  protect 
and  enhance  environmental  quality  or 
minimize  adverse  environmental  impacts 
shall  be  set  forth  in  the  contract,  grant, 
or  comparable  document. 

13)  If  after  appropriate  modifications 
to  the  proposal  to  mitigate  environmen¬ 
tal  impacts,  there  remains  significant  or 
potentially  significant  environmental 
impact.  Special  Environmental  Clear¬ 
ance  or  EIS,  as  appropriate,  is  required. 
The  mere  mitigation  of  adverse  effects 
does  not  indicate  that  a  project  has  no 
significant  impact;  an  EIS  may  be  re¬ 
quired  even  though  adverse  effects  have 
been  mitigated. 

§  50.13  Special  environmental  clearance. 

Project  level  actions  found  to  require 
Sp>ecial  Environmental  Clearance  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  their  size  or  scale  (in  relation  to 
the  thresholds  in  Appendix  A-1  to  this 
part)  or  other  characteristics  indicating 
significant  environmental  Impact,  or  as 
a  result  of  Normal  Environmental  Clear¬ 
ance,  shall  be  subject  to  the  requirements 
in  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section.  Pro¬ 
posed  legislation,  regulations,  policy 
issuances,  guidance  documents,  and  re¬ 
visions  to  such  regulations  and  docu¬ 
ments,  which  may  have  significant  en¬ 
vironmental  impact,  shall  be  required  to 
undergo  the  Special  Environmental 
Clearance  for  policy  actions  as  set  forth 
in  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section. 

(a)  Project  level  actions.  Special  En¬ 
vironmental  Clearance  for  project  level 
actions  is  a  preliminary  version  of  the 


analysis  required  in  the  Environmental 
Impact  Statement.  It  provides  the  HUD 
official  with  a  factual  basis  for  determln- 
whether  the  proposed  action  has  a 
significant  environmental  Impact  and 
hence,  whether  it  should  be  approved, 
rejected,  or  modified,  or  whether  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  is  re¬ 
quired.  Information  required  shall  be 
requested  from  the  applicant  on  Form 
ECO-1  and  gathered  from  other  sources 
as  appropriate.  After  modifications  to 
the  proposal  to  mitigate  environmental 
impacts  as  necessary,  HUD  shall  conduct 
an  independent  assessment  and  evaHua- 
tion.  On  the  basis  of  this  assessment  an 
environmental  finding  shall  be  made  and 
accmnpany  the  application  through  the 
review  process. 

(1)  Responsibility  for  clearance.  Spe¬ 
cial  Environmental  Clearance  shall  be 
conducted  by  the  Area/Insuring  Office 
Program  staff.  The  environmental  find¬ 
ing  following  this  review  shall  be  made 
by  the  AO/IO-ECO. 

(2)  Action  resulting  from  clearance. 

(i)  If  aftar  aiH>roiniate  modiflcaitlons  to 
the  proposal,  there  exist  environmental 
impacts  which  are  unavoidable,  and, 
based  on  HUD  environmental  policies 
and  standards,  such  Impacts  are  also 
considered  unacceptable,  then  the  pro¬ 
posal  shall  be  rejected. 

(ii)  If  there  is  no  significant  environ¬ 
mental  impact,  a  Finding  of  Inapplica¬ 
bility  shall  be  made  on  the  special 
Environmental  Clearance  Worksheet. 
Conditions  or  safeguards  found  to  be 
necessary  to  protect  and  enhance  envi¬ 
ronmental  quality,  or  minimize  adverse 
environmental  impacts,  shall  be  set  forth 
in  the  contract,  grant,  or  comparable 
document. 

(iii)  If  after  ai^ropriate  modifications 
to  the  proposal  to  mitigate  environmental 
impacts,  there  remains  significant  or  po¬ 
tentially  significant  environmental  im¬ 
pact,  an  Environmental  Impact  State¬ 
ment  shall  be  prepared.  The  mere 
mitigation  of  adverse  effects  does  not 
indicate  that  a  project  has  no  significant 
impact;  an  EIS  may  be  required  even 
though  adverse  effects  have  been 
mitigated. 

(b)  Policy  Actions  (Legislation,  Regu¬ 
lations,  Policy  and  Guidance  Docu¬ 
ments).  Special  Environmental  Clear¬ 
ance  for  legislative  proposals,  proposed 
regulations,  and  policy  issuances  (such  as 
handbooks,  circulars,  standards,  or  other 
guidance,  and  revisions  thereof)  consists 
of  determining  whether  or  not  an  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Impact  Statement  shall  be 
required.  Certain  categories  of  policy  and 
guidance  documents  and  regulations 
which  are  clearly  imrelated  to  environ¬ 
mental  concerns  need  not  undergo  en¬ 
vironmental  clearance.  These  include  in¬ 
ternal  administrative  procedures, 
accounting  and  fiscal  allocation  instruc¬ 
tions,  brochures  and  pamphlets  for  pub¬ 
lic  information,  internal  personnel  poli¬ 
cies  and  procedures,  and  other  actions 
which,  in  the  determination  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  Environmental  Clearance  Officer 
designated  by  the  iqvroprlate  Assistant 
Secretary  or  Administrator,  have  no  po¬ 
tential  for  significantly  affecting  the 
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quality  of  the  environment.  Eor  all  other 
ix)licy  Issuances  and  proposed  leglslatkxi, 
either  an  EIS  or  a  Rndlng  of  Inappli¬ 
cability  shall  be  prepared.  The  decision 
as  to  whether  an  EIS  or  a  Finding  of 
Inapplicability  is  required  shall  be  made 
early  in  the  process  of  drafting  the  rwtj- 
posed  document,  and  shall  be  based  on 
the  actual  or  potential  significance  of 
the  environmental  Impact  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  action.  Responsibility  for  the  deci¬ 
sion  shall  be  as  follows: 

(1)  Legislation.  General  Counsel  with 
the  approval  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
forCPD.  • 

(2)  Regulations.  The  program  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Clearance  OflBcer  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
CDP  and  the  concurrence  of  the  General 
Counsel. 

(3)  Policy  and  Guidance  Documents. 
The  program  Environmental  Clearance 
Officer,  with  the  approval  erf  the  Assistant 
Secretary  for  CPD  and  the  concurrence 
of  the  General  Counsel. 

If  it  is  determined  that  an  EIS  is  not 
required,  a  Finding  of  Inapplicability 
shall  be  prepared  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  and 
the  General  Counsel.  With  respect  to 
regulations  and  policy  and  guidance  doc¬ 
uments,  the  EIS  or  the  Finding  of  In¬ 
applicability  shall  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  initiating  office  director,  and  shall 
be  written  under  the  supervision  of  the 
program  ECO.  With  respect  to  legisla¬ 
tion.  the  EIS  or  the  Finding  of  Inappli¬ 
cability  shall  be  prei>ared  imder  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  the  General  Counsel’s 
Environmental  Clearance  Officer  by  the 
HUD  office  having  the  principal  pro¬ 
grammatic  Interest  in  the  proposal  for 
legislation. 

(c)  'The  Finding  of  Inapplicability  or 
the  EIS  shall  be  subject  to  the  following: 

(1)  Legislation.  The  Draft  EIS  or  the 

Ending  of  Inapplicability  shall,  subject 
to  OMB  and  CEQ  requirements,  accom¬ 
pany  the  proposal  through  the  regular 
review  process.  The  final  text  of  the  en¬ 
vironmental  statement  and  comments 
thereon  should  be  available  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  and  to  the  public  for  consideration 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  or  report.  In  cases  where  the  sched¬ 
uling  of  congressional  hearings  on  rec¬ 
ommendations  or  reports  on  proposals  for 
legislation  which  HUD  has  forwarded  to 
the  Congress  does  not  allow  adequate 
time  for  the  completion  of  a  final  text 
of  an  environmental  statement  (together 
with  comments),  a  draft  environmental 
statement  may  be  furnished  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  and  made  available  to  the  public 
pending  ^nsmittal  oi  the  comments  as 
received  and  the  final  text.  _ 

(2)  RegukOions.  The  Draft  EIS  or 
the  Finding  of  liiapplicability  shall  ac¬ 
company  pressed  regulations  through 
the  regular  review  process,  and  for  those 
regulations  subject  to  OMB  Circular 
A-86,  through  A-3S  clearance  with  public 
Interest  groups.  All  proposed  regulations 
vdilch  affect  the  areas  of  jurisdiction  <rf 
the  Environmental  Proteci4on  Agency 
shall  be  sutunltted  to  the  Administrator 
of  the  Environmental  Proteetkm  Agency 
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for  review  under  section  309  of  the  dean 
Air  Act,  as  amended.  Notice  of  the  avail¬ 
ability  to  the  public  of  the  Draft  EIS  or 
the  Finding  erf  Inai^icability  shall  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  as  part 
of  the  notice  of  proposed  rule  making. 
Notice  of  the  availability  of  the  Final  EIS 
(where  applicable)  to  the  public  shall  be 
pmblished  in  the  Federal  I^gister  along 
with  the  rule. 

(3)  Policy  and  Guidance  Documents. 
The  Draft  EIS  or  the  Finding  of  Inappli¬ 
cability  shall  accompany  the  regular  re¬ 
view  process,  including  A-85  clearance 
where  applicable.  The  Final  EIS,  where 
£«)plicable,  shall  accompany  the  docu¬ 
ment  through  the  final  clearance  process. 

§  50.14  Environmental  impact  statement 
clearance. 

ESivironmental  Impact  Statement 
Clearance  shall  be  required  for  all  major 
HUD  actions  significantly  affecting  the 
quality  of  the  human  environment. 

(a)  Environmental  impact  statement. 
The  Environmental  Impact  Statement  is 
comprised  of  two  stages.  Draft  and  Final. 

(1)  Notice  of  intent  to  file  an  environ¬ 
mental  impact  statement.  As  soon  as 
practicable  after  a  determination  is  made 
that  a  HUD  action  will  require  the  prep¬ 
aration  and  circulation  of  an  environ¬ 
mental  impact  statement,  a  Notice  of 
Intent  to  File  shall  be  prepared  to  inform 
the  public  and  to  solicit  ccHnments  that 
may  be  helpful  in  preparing  the  state¬ 
ment.  Copies  of  this  notice  shall  be  sent 
to  local  newspapers,  groups  known  to  be 
interested  in  the  agency’s  activities,  the 
chief  executive  of  the  general  imit  of 
local  government,  local  and  State  agen¬ 
cies,  A-95  clearinghouses,  ttie  Assistant 
Secretary  for  CPD,  the  RO  and  CO- 
ECOs,  and  the  RO  Public  Information 
Officer.  When  the  appropriate  HUD  offi¬ 
cial  determines  that  an  environmental 
impact  statement  is  not  necessary,  a  No¬ 
tice  of  Intent  Not  To  File  an  EIS  shall  be 
prepared  to  inform  the  public  under  the 
following  circumstances: 

(1)  HUD  has  previously  announced  the 
action  would  be  the  subject  of  an  ^vi- 
ronmental  impact  statement ;  or 

(ii)  HUD  has  made  a  Finding  of  In¬ 
applicability  in  re^M)nse  to  a  request 
from  CEQ  for  the  preparation  and  cir¬ 
culation  of  an  EIS. 

'The  ZK>tice  shall  include  a  statement 
of  the  reasons  for  this  decision.  This  de- 
termhiaticm  and  the  reasons  for  the 
decision  shall  be  prepared  and  dissemi¬ 
nated  in  the  same  manner  as  a  Notice 
of  Intent  to  File  an  EIS. 

(2)  Draft  environmental  impact  state¬ 
ment.  Stage  one  involves  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  a  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  and  the  summary  sheet.  The 
Draft  is  sent  to  the  CEQ  (10  copies) ,  cir¬ 
culated  to  P^eral  agencies  whose  areas 
of  jurisdiction  by  law  or  special  exper¬ 
tise  are  involved,  OMB-deslgnated  A-95* 
clearinghouses  (State  and  regional/ 
metropolitan),  the  chief  executive  and 
planning  agency  of  the  appropriate  local 
(county,  city  or  town)  government,  ap¬ 
propriate  local  agencies,  groups/indfvid- 
uals  with  special  interest  in  the  proposed 
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action,  the  applicant  and  made  available 
to  the  public.  Two  (2)  c(H>ie8  of  the 
Draft  Statement  and  the  distribution 
list  shall  also  be  sent  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  for  CPD. 

(3)  Final  envkonmental  impact  state¬ 
ment.  'Ihe  second  stage  is  the  Final  En¬ 
vironmental  Impact  Statement,  which 
takes  into  account  and  responds  to  the 
comments  received  as  a  result  of  circu¬ 
lating  the  Draft,  and  the  revised  sum¬ 
mary  sheet.  The  Final  Statement,  in¬ 
cluding  the  OHnments  received  and 
HUD’S  response,  is  filed  with  the  CJEQ 
(10  copies),  sent  to  Federal  agencies  and 
organizations  which  commented  on  the 
Draft,  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  A-95  clearinghouses,  the  chief 
executive  and  planning  agency  of  the 
appropriate  local  government,  appropri¬ 
ate  local  agencies,  the  applicant,  and 
made  available  to  the  public.  Two  (2) 
copies  erf  the  Final  Statement  shall  also 
be  sent  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
CT>D.  The  Final  Statement  shall  accemi- 
pany  the  recommendation  of  or  report 
on  the  proposed  action  through  HDD’s 
review  and  decision-making  process. 

(b)  Timing.  (1)  The  Draft  EIS  shall 
be  filed  with  the  CEQ  and  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  appropriate  agencies  and  to 
the  public.  The  minimum  review  period 
for  Draft  EISs  is  forty-five  (46)  days 
(if  practicable,  requests  for  extension 
of  time  up  to  fifteen  (15)  days  should  be 
granted) ,  and  runs  from  the  date  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  publication  by  the  CEQ 
that  the  Draft  EIS  has  been  prepared 
by  HUD.  The  Draft  must  be  on  file  at 
least  ninety  (90)  days  prior  to  HUD  ap¬ 
proval  of,  or  commitment  to,  the  pro¬ 
posed  action.  (See  Appendix  A  of  this 
part  for  decision  points.) 

(2)  The  Final  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  shall  be  filed  with  the  CEQ 
and  made  available  to  approiu-iate  agen¬ 
cies  and  to  the  public  at  least  thirty 
(30)  days  prior  to  HUD  approval  of,  or 
commitment  to,  the  proposed  action. 
(See  Appendix  A  to  this  part  for  deci¬ 
sion  points.)  ’The  thirty-day  period  be¬ 
gins  on  the  date  of  issuance  by  HUD. 
After  30  days,  and  upon  consideration 
of  comments  on  the  Final  Statement, 
the  initiating  HUD  Office  may  approve 
the  project. 

(3)  The  45-day  period  and  the  90-day 
period  may  run  concurrently  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  they  overlap.  Exceptions  to  the 
45  or  90  day  time  limits  are  permitted 
only  under  imusual  circumstances.  Ex¬ 
ceptions  must  be  approved  by  the  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  for  CPD,  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  General  Counsel  and  in 
consultatioD  with  the  CEQ  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis. 

(e)  RespoiKibility  for  clearance.  Ihe 
Draft  and  Final  Environmental  Impact 
Statements  shall  be  prepared  and  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  initiating  office  or  appro¬ 
priate  field  office  with  program  review 
resp(M3sibilities.  Approval  of  the  State¬ 
ment  and  the  proposed  distribution  list 
by  the  Regional  Administrator  (or  his 
ECX»  for  field  project  level  actions,  and 
by  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  for 
policy  actions  and  Central  Office  Project 
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actions,  Is  required  prior  to  distribution. 

(1)  The  Regional  or  Area  Counsel  shall 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  review  I>raft 
and  Final  Elnvlronmental  Impact  State¬ 
ments  prior  to  issuance  for  field  project 
leVel  actions  to  determine  whether  there 
is  compliance  with  the  legal  require¬ 
ments  of  NEPA.  This  review  shall  be  con¬ 
current  with  other  staff  reviews.  The 
General  Counsel  (or  his  E<X))  shall  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  review  Draft  and 
Final  Environmental  Impact  Statements 
prior  to  issuance  for  policy  actions  and 
Central  Office  project  actions. 

(2)  For  Environmental  Impact  State¬ 
ments  requiring  only  the  approval  of  the 
Regional  Administrator,  two  (2)  copies 
of  the  Draft  Statement  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  when 
distribution  is  made  to  other  agencies. 
The  Assistant  Secretary  for  CPD  then 
has  the  option  of  requiring,  in  excep¬ 
tional  cases,  that  his  concurrence  be  ob¬ 
tained  prior  to  distribution  of  the  Final 
Statement.  If,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Regional  Administrator  (or  his  ECO) ,  or 
the  Assistant  Secretary  for  CT*D  (or  his 
ECX)) ,  there  are  issues  of  national  signif¬ 
icance,  controversy  or  significant  envi¬ 
ronmental  policy  issues  involved,  the 
Draft  and/or  Final  Environmental  Im¬ 
pact  Statement  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  CT*D  for  con- 
ciurence  prior  to  distribution. 

(3)  In  cases  where  an  adverse  impact 
on  a  National  Register  property  is  un¬ 
avoidable,  the  proposal  may  be  rejected. 
If  such  a  proposal  is  not  rejected,  a  full 
explanation  of  efforts  to  comply  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Historic  Preservation  shall  be  in¬ 
corporated  as  a  part  of  the  Pinal  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statement.  For  projects 
Involving  unresolved  cases  of  adverse  im¬ 
pact  on  a  National  Register  property,  the 
Draft  and  Pinal  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  must  be  approved  prior  to  dis¬ 
tribution  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
CPD. 

(4)  In  order  to  facilitate  review  and 
utilize  environmental  expertise  outside 
HUD  to  the  fullest  extent  possible, 
agencies  whose  areas  of  jiurisdiction  by 
law  or  special  expertise  are  involved  in  a 
proposed  project  shall  be  consulted  dur¬ 
ing  preparation  of  the  Draft  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statement  for  such  proj¬ 
ect.  where  such  consultation  is  feasible 
and  contributes  to  a  more  complete  en¬ 
vironmental  evaluation. 

(5)  If  after  the  specified  period  of 
time  for  review  of  the  Draft  Statement, 
HUD  has  not  received  comments  from 
those  agencies  (Federal,  State,  areawide, 
or  local)  whose  input  is  considered  im¬ 
portant  to  the  project’s  environmental 
evaluation.  HUD  may  contact  these 
agencies  and  request  their  comments. 

(d)  Action  resulting  from  clearance. 
Based  on  the  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  clearance,  including  com¬ 
ments  and  suggestions  by  other  agencies 
and  interested  parties,  HUD  shall  attempt 
to  mitigate  adverse  environmental  im¬ 
pacts  to  the  extent  practicable.  If  there 
remain  adverse  environmental  impacts 
which  are  tmavoidable,  and  based  on 
HUD  environmental  policies  and  stand¬ 


ards,  such  Impacts  are  also  considered 
unacceptable,  the  proposal  shall  be  re¬ 
jected.  Otherwise,  unav(^dable  adverse 
environmental  Impacts  shall  be  weighed 
against  benefits  to  be  obtained  fnHn  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  proposal.  Where  environ¬ 
mental  costs  which  would  be  incurred 
outweigh  such  benefits,  the  proposal 
shall  be  rejected.  Where  benefits  of  the 
proposal  outweigh  environmental  costs, 
processing  may  proceed;  conditions  or 
safeguards  found  to  be  necessary  in 
order  to  protect  and  enhance  environ¬ 
mental  quality  or  minimize  adverse  en¬ 
vironmental  impacts  shall  be  set  forth 
in  the  contract,  grant,  or  comparable 
document. 

§  50.20  Public  hearings. 

(a)  Prior  to  the  distribution  of  a  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  a 
project,  a  determination  shall  be  made 
by  the  appropriate  HUD  official  as  to 
whether  a  public  hearing  should  be  held. 
The  following  factors  shall  be  cwisidered 
in  determining  whether  a  public  hearing 
is  appropriate: 

(1)  The  magnitude  of  the  proposal  in 
terms  of  economic  costs,  the  geographic 
area  involved,  and  the  uniqueness  or  size 
of  commitment  of  the  resources  in¬ 
volved; 

(2)  The  degree  of  interest  in  the  pro¬ 
posal,  as  evidenced  by  requests  fr(Hn 
the  public  and  from  Federal.  State,  and 
local  .authorities  that  a  hearing  be  held; 

(3)  The  complexity  of  the  issue  and 
the  likelihood  that  information  will  be 
presented  at  the  hearing  which  will  be 
of  assistance  to  the  agency  in  fulfilling 
its  responsibilities  imder  the  Act;  and 

(4)  The  extent  to  which  public  in¬ 
volvement  has  bear  achieved  with  re¬ 
spect  to  environmental  concerns  through 
other  means,  such  as  earlier  public  hear¬ 
ings,  meetings  with  citizen  representa¬ 
tives  and/or  written  comments  on  the 
proposed  action. 

This  determination  shall  be  documented 
and  attached  to  the  draft  environmental 
impact  statement. 

(b)  The  Draft  Envircmmental  Impact 
Statement  shall  be  made  available  for 
public  inspection  and  copying  at  cost  at 
least  15  days  prior  to  the  time  any  pub¬ 
lic  hearing  is  held  under  this  section. 

(c)  If  the  appropriate  HUD  official  de¬ 
termines  that  a  public  hearing  is  appro¬ 
priate  for  a  project  being  planned 
and/or  implemented  by  a  State  or  local 
agency,  he  shall  also  determine  whether 
HUD  or  the  public  agency  is  to  hold  the 
public  hearing.  HUD  shall  hold  the  hear¬ 
ing  for  projects  where  the  applicant  is 
not  a  public  agency. 

(d)  The  Notice  of  Public  Hearing  shall 
be  issued  no  later  than  five  days  after 
distribution  of  the  Draft  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  and  shall  be  published 
in  a  local  newspaper  of  general  circula¬ 
tion  at  least  15  days  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  hearing.  The  notice  shall: 

(1)  State  the  date,  time,  place,  and 
purpose  of  the  hearing; 

(2)  Identify  the  program  and  describe 
the  proposed  project  and  project  area; 

(3)  State  that  any  person  or  organiza¬ 
tion  desiring  to  be  heard  on  environ¬ 


mental  issues  will  be  afforded  an  oppor- 
timlty  to  be  heard; 

(4)  State  where  the  Draft  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statement  will  be  avail¬ 
able  to  members  of  the  public; 

(5)  Identify  the  public  bo^  which  is 
to  hold  the  hearing. 

(e)  Minutes  of  the  hearing  shall  be 
kept. 

(f)  A  public  hearing  is  required  for 
any  project  assisted  under  Title  I  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  1949,  as  amended,  prior 
to  the  acquisition  of  land  by  the  local 
public  agency.  A  hearing  held  pursuant 
to  that  title  shall  include  consideration 
of  the  environmental  aspects  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  action.  Whenever  possible,  the 
LPA’s  ECG-l  Form  shall  be  made  avail¬ 
able  for  public  Inspection  at  least  15  days 
prior  to  the  hearing.  The  Notice  pre¬ 
scribed  by  HUD  Urban  Renewal  Hand¬ 
book  RHM  7206.1.  chapter  3,  section  5(e) 
shall  Include  a  statement  regarding  the 
availability  of  the  ECO-1  Form.  If  no 
Form  ECX^l  Is  available,  the  If  A  shall 
consult  with  the  Area  Office  to  determine 
the  procedure  to  be  used  In  addressing 
environmental  concerns  at  the  public 
healing. 

(g)  The  procedures  specified  for  hear¬ 
ings  in  paragraphs  (b)  through  (e)  of 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  hearings 
held  in  accordance  with  this  section. 

§  50.25  Public  disclosure. 

(a)  Draft  and  Final  Environmental 
Impact  Statements  and  Findings  of 
inapplicability  shall  be  made  available  to 
the  public  in  accordance  with  HUD  policy 
pursuant  to  Part  15,  of  this  subtitle.  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  11514  and  the  (ZTIQ  Guide¬ 
lines. 

(b)  Upon  completion  of  the  Draft  EIS, 
a  news  release  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
local  newspapers  and  other  appropriate 
news  media,  announcing  that  the  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  is 
available  for  comment  and  where  copies 
may  be  obtained  by  those  wishing  to 
comment.  The  news  release  shall  contain 
information  of  the  name  and  location  of 
the  proposed  action,  a  brief  description 
of  the  proposed  action,  and  a  summary 
of  the  environmental  impacts  and  the 
alternatives  considered,  Including  the  al¬ 
ternative  of  no  action. 

(c)  Copies  of  environmental  impact 
statements  shall  be  provided  free  of 
charge  to  the  public  requesting  an  op- 
portimity  to  comment,  or  at  a  fee  which 
is  not  more  than  the  actual  reproduction 
cost  to  the  Department.  (For  distribution 
details  on  Draft  and  Final  Statements  see 
§  50.14(a)  (2)  and  (3).) 

(d)  Copies  of  statements  for  project 
level  actions  shall  be  available  for  public 
reading  in  the  appropriate  Area/Insuring 
and  Regional  Offices.  Central  Office  proj¬ 
ect  level  actions  shall  also  be  available  in 
the  Program  Information  Division  in  the 
Central  Office  and  in  the  appropriate 
Area/Insuring  and  Regional  Office.  For 
policy  actimis,  copies  shall  be  available 
for  public  reading  In  the  Program  In¬ 
formation  Division  In  the  Central  C^ce 
and  all  Regional  Offices.  The  Department 
shall  flU  all  reasonable  requests  for  en¬ 
vironmental  impact  statements  during 
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the  review  period.  The  National  Techni¬ 
cal  Information  Service  (NTIS)  should 
be  used  as  a  secondary  source  for  provid¬ 
ing  environmental  Impact  statements. 
Such  requests  should  be  referred  to  NTIS, 
Department  of  Commerce,  Springfield, 
Va.  22151. 

(e)  A  Final  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  shall  be  sent  to  all  parties  who 
filed  substantive  comments  on  the  draft. 

Subpart  C — Review  of  Other  Agencies’ 
Environmental  Impact  Statements 

§  50.30  Purpose. 

The  purpose  of  this  subpart  is  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  procedure  for  commenting  on 
Environmental  Impact  Statements  initi¬ 
ated  by  other  Federal  agencies. 

§  50.31  General. 

(a)  Environmental  Impact  Statements 
Initiated  outside  HUD  will  be  referred  to 
the  appropriate  HUD  office  for  jurisdic¬ 
tion  by  law  or  special  expertise.  Com¬ 
ments  shall  be  sent  by  the  commenting 
HUD  office  to  the  initiating  agency  and 
the  CEQ  within  45  days  of  transmittal. 
The  CEQ  requires  that  ten  (10)  copies 
be  mailed  to  the  General  Counsel,  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Environmental  Quality,  722  Jack- 
son  Place  NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006. 
HUD  comments  shall  also  be  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  puUic  upon  request. 

(b)  Environmental  Impact  Statements 
on  project  level  actions  initiated  outside 
HUD  shall  be  referred  to  the  HUD  Re¬ 
gional  Administrator  in  whose  jurisdic¬ 
tion  the  project  falls,  or  to  his  designee, 
for  comment.  Comments  recommending 
delay  or  rejection  of  a  major  undertaking 
may  be  referred  to  the  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  for  CPD  for  concurrence  and  for 
forwarding  to  the  requesting  agency  and 
to  the  CEQ.  Precedent-making  com¬ 
ments  of  national  significance  shall  be 
referred  to  the  Assistant'  Secretary  for 
CPD. 

(c)  Environmental  Impact  State¬ 
ments  from  other  Federal  agencies  on 
legislative  proposals,  regulations,  or  pol¬ 
icy  dociunents  shall  be  sent  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Counsel  and  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  CPD,  respectively,  for  comment. 

§  50.32  Nature  and  scope  of  HUD  com¬ 
ments  on  other  agency  environmental 
impact  statements. 

(a)  Special  attention  should  be  given 
to  Environmental  Impact  Statements  for 
transportation  projects  which  have  im¬ 
pacts  on  parklands  and  are  subject  to 
review  tmder  section  4(f)  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transportation  Act  of  1966.  Un¬ 
der  section  4(f),  approval  rests  with  the 
Secretary  of  DOT,  and  HUD  maintains 
an  important  advisory  role.  Particular 
care  should  be  exercised  in  reviewing 
projects  which  use  lands  purchased  with 
HUD  Open  Space  funds  and  those  for 
which  adequate  replacement  provisions 
are  lacking. 

(b)  Comments  should  be  as  specific, 
substantive  and  factual  as  possible.  Em¬ 
phasis  should  be  placed  on  the  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  environmental  impacts  of 
the  proposed  action  and  the  acceptability 
of  those  impacts  on  the  quality  of  the 
environment,  particularly  as  contrasted 


with  the  impacts  of  reasonable  alterna¬ 
tives  to  the  action. 

(c)  Comments  may  include  recom¬ 
mendations  for  modification  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  action  or  new  alternatives  not 
addressed  which  wovild  enhance  environ¬ 
mental  quality  or  reduce  adverse  en¬ 
vironmental  impacts. 

(d)  Comments  should  include  a  state¬ 
ment  concerning  whether  HUD  projects 
not  identified  in  the  draft  statement  are 
sufficiently  advanced  in  planning  and  re¬ 
lated  environmentally  to  the  proposed 
actions  so  that  a  discussion  of  the  en¬ 
vironmental  interrelationships  should  be 
included  in  the  final  EIS. 

(e)  Comments  should  indicate  areas 
where  HUD  feels  monitoring  of  environ¬ 
mental  effects  is  in  order  and  may  sug¬ 
gest  methods  to  so  monitor. 

Appendix  A — Proposed  HUD  Actions  Which 
Require  Special  Environmental  Clear¬ 
ance  OR  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
Clearance 

Note:  For  programs  not  listed,  consult  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Community  Planning 
and  Development. 


Appendix  A-1:  Project  Level  Actions  Sub¬ 
ject  TO  Threshold  Criteria  * 

A  Special  Environmental  Clearance  is  re¬ 
quired  for  projects  and  major  amendatories 
which  meet  or  exceed  one  or  more  of  the 
applicable  thresholds.  Thresholds  shall  apply 
to  activities  which  have  been  aggregated  for 
the  purpose  of  environmental  evaluation, 
both  on  the  level  of  the  comprehensive  ac¬ 
tivity  as  well  as  on  the  level  of  individual 
component  activities.  All  environmental 
clearances  shall  be  completed  before  the 
applicable  decision  point. 


^  For  innovative  programs  or  approaches 
such  as  Annual  Arrangements,  and  indi¬ 
vidual  HUD-flnanced  or  assisted  project  pro¬ 
posal  contained  within  a  larger  package  or 
program  shall  be  subject  to  Special  Environ¬ 
mental  Clearance  if  any  of  the’  applicable 
program  thresholds  is  met  or  exceeded.  In 
addition,  environmental  evaluation  of  the 
broad  and  cumulative  impacts  of  the  larger 
program  shall  be  conducted  prior  to  indi¬ 
vidual  application  processing  when  feasible. 


Program 


Decision  points 


Thresholds 


Code  enforcement  program . 
Dempnstration  i  projects . .. 


Housing  assistance  or  insurance:  > 
New  construction  of:  • 
l-to-4  family  structures . 


Approval  of  application  or  major  All  new  concentrated  code  enforcement 
amendatory.  areas. 

. do . . .  Cost  totalling  $500,000  (from  all  sources) 

in  new  construction. 


Multifamily  structures. 


Public  housing. 


College  housing. 
Mobile  homes... 


Nursing  homes _ 

Hospitals  • . 

Group  practice  facilities. 


Issuance  of  fea.sibility  letter  or  major 
change  in  letter  or  project  (ASP-6). 

Issuance  of  feasibility  letter  or  major 
change  in  letter  or  project. 

Preliminary  reservation  of  contract 
authority  to  State  and  local  agencies 
for  interest  reduction  assistance  and 
rent  supplement  payments  for  un¬ 
insured  projects.* 

1.  For  conventional,  letter  of  notifica¬ 
tion  of  tentative  site  approval  or 
approval  of  major  change. 

2.  For  Turnkey,  HUD  concurrence  in 
tentative  selection  of  developer. 

3.  For  section  23  leasing  (new  construc¬ 
tion  or  substantial  rehabilitation), 
letter  transmitting  approvabie  pro¬ 
posals. 

Approval  of  fund  reservation  for 
college  housing  or  major  amendatory. 

Issuance  of  feasibility  letter  or  major 
change  in  letter  or  project. 

. do . 

. . do . 

.  Invitation  for  formal  application . 


Housing  assistance  or  insurance: 
Substantial  rehabilitation  or 
property,  disposition  of: 
l-to-4  family  stmctures.  Multi¬ 
family  structures.  College 
housing.  Mobile  homes. 
Nursing  homes.  Hospitals.* 
Group  practice.  Facilities. 


1.  For  rehabilitation,  feasibility  deter¬ 
mination. 

2.  For  Project  Rehab,  submission  of 
proposal  to  central  office. 

3.  For  property  disposition,  approval 

of  disposition  program.  > 


Model  Cities  (planned  variations)..  1.  All  action  years  or  major  amend¬ 
ments,  to  the  extent  that  the  activi¬ 
ties  have  not  been  previously  evalu¬ 
ated. 

2.  Approval  of  application  for  individ¬ 
ual  project  within  Model  Cities 
program. ' 

_ Approval  of  allocation  order  or  approv¬ 
al  subject  to  validation  of  funds 
(whichever  is  sooner),  or  approval 
of  major  amendatory. 

_ Approval  of  allocation  order  or  approv¬ 
al  subject  to  validation  of  funds 
(whichever  is  sooner),  or  approval  of 
major  amendatory.  Approval  for 
conversion. 


Neighborhood  facilities.' 
Open  space  land.* . 


Public  facility  loans.' 


Footnotes  at  end  (tf  taUe. 


Approval  of  allocation  order  or  approv¬ 
al  subject  to  validation  of  funds 
(whichever  is  sooner),  or  appro val.of 
major  amendatory. 


50-lot  subdivision. 

100-unit  multifamily  project  (including 
scattered  sites). 


100-unit  public  housing  project  (in¬ 
cluding  scattered  sites)  or  50-lot 
subdivisions. 


200-student  project. 

100-unit  mobile  home  park. 

100-bed  nursing  home. 

100-bed  hospital. 

Facilities  with  site  acreage  of  50,000 
ft',  or  gross  floor  area  of  M,000  ft*. 


50  contiguous  or  noncontiguous  l-to-4 
family  structures/lots. 

100-unit  multifamily  project  (including 
scattered  sites). 

200-student  project — college  bousing. 

100-unit  mobile  home  park. 

100-bed  nursing  home. 

100-bed  hospitM. 

Group  practice  facility  with  site 
acreage  of  50,000  ft ',  or  gross  floor 
area  of  30,000  ft*. 

Approval  memorandum  or  letter  of 
approval,  whichever  is  sooner. 


See  appropriate  categorical  program. 

Site  acreage  of  50,000  ft*,  or  gross  flooi 
area  of  M,000  ft*. 


1.  All  sanitary  landfill  projects. 

2.  Impoundment  of  2  surface  acres  or 
25  acre-feet  of  water. 

3.  50  acres. 

4.  All  conversions  of  open  space  land 
acquired  with  HUD  assistance  to 
nonopen  space  uses  not  originally 
approved  by  HUD. 

See  Water  and  sewer. 


No.  37— Pt.  m - 2 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  39,  NO.  37— FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  22,  1974 


6824 


PROPOSED  RUUS 


PrograiB 


l>«dsioa  palnta 


TtaTNboMi 


Urt)C&  raMval.-*  ConT«ntlottaL;^„  ApproralofpsrtlorapproTalofmaJor 


An  ortMn  reiwwml  prn|«cU. 


Netgbborbood  d«T«lopinent  pro>  Approval  of  allooatioB  orte  or 
(ram.'  approval  anbteet  to  vaBdation  of 

londt,  wblcbevrr  b  MoiMr. 


Water  and  sewer..;........ . Apjwoval  of  application  «•  major 

araeodatory. 


L  An  first  year  NDP*saad  OOP  varbona 
from  oonvonUmial  ortMn  repowal  to 
NDP. 

A  Sabseqoent  aetlm  years;  To  the 
extent  &st  the  orban  renewal  plan 
has  not  been  prevkxisly  evaluated 
andA>r  changes  in  area  or  {dans. 

1.  An  above  ground  reaorvcrira  and 
stand  plprs. 

3.  AU  source  development  projects, 
Including  major  river  impound¬ 
ments,  raw  water  reservoirs,  well 
fields,  and  treatment  plants. 

A  Treated  water  transmission  or  sew¬ 
age  ooUection  lines  which  pass 
through,  are  adjacent  to,  or  serve 
undeveloped  areas  of  60  acres  or 


Flood  aiui  disaster  insurance 
program. 


Issuance  of  special  flood  plain  or  mud¬ 
slide  area  dellneationa. 

Community  eligibility . 


more. 

1.  Variance  from  normal  practice  de- 
deflned  by  FIA. 

2.  Variance  of  land  use  and  control 
measures  from  established  FIA 
criteria. 


>  An  research  projects  resulting  In  new  construction  of  $9O0lOOO  are  included;  other  research  projects  are  generally 
exempt  unless  it  has  been  determined  that  the  results  of  the  euort;  when  implemented,  will  have  a  signiflcant  effect 
on  the  human  environment. 

>  Project  selection  criteria  are  not  a  substitute  tor  environmental  clearance. 

'  Ph^  3  Breakthrough  bousing  projects  are  subject  to  environmental  clearance  procedures  in  the  same  way  as 
other  bousing  projects. 

<  This  handbook  shall  also  apply  to  H  CD  approval  of  interest  subsidy  on  existing  properties.  However,  the  environ¬ 
mental  assessment  does  not  have  to  address  the  impact  construction  of  the  proj^  on  the  environment  since  it  has 
alreadv  taken  place.  All  other  environmental  factors  must  be  assessed. 

•  h£w  has  the  lead  role  in  environmental  evaluation  and  dearanoe  of  proposed  hospitals.  HUD  has  responsibility 
for  clearance  and  conformance  with  departmental  policies  and  standards  to  the  extent  that  such  clearance  is  not 
conducted  by  HEW. 

'  See  Sf  50.11  (f)  and  (J)  for  individual  projects  within  the  Model  Cities  program  which  receive  Model  Cities  supple¬ 
mental  ^nts  but  which  derive  the  majority  of  their  Federal  assistance  from  another  agency,  such  as  HEW  or  OEO, 
the  other  agency  is  considered  lead  agency  and  responsible  for  the  environmental  clearance.  For  a  project  which 
ri^ves  all  or  most  of  its  funding  from  Model  Cities  grants,  HUD  is  responsible  for  the  appropriate  environmental 
clearance. 

'  For  projects  using  supplementary  funds  which  result  in  the  construction  or  acquisition  of  capital  fadUtiee  not 
included  in  HUD  categorical  program.s,  the  appropriate  environmental  dearance  shall  be  prepared  prior  to  the  award 
of  the  supplemental  grant. 

•  Project  selection  systems  are  not  a  substitute  for  environmental  dearance. 

•  For  projects  in  the  Natioiukl  Capital  area  refer  to  agreement  between  HUD  and  the  National  Ca|>ital  Planning 
Coiumiiion. 

Appendix  A-2  :  Other  HUD  Actions  With  Specul  Requirements  » 


Note:  Where  special  requirements  are  Imposed  In  accordance  with  this  appendix,  thresholds 
set  forth  in  Appendix  A-1  do  not  fq>ply. 


Action 


Dedsion  point  Requirement 


New  eonsQnction  or  substantid  rehabilitation  of  resi¬ 
dential  or  other  noise  sensitive  land  uses  such  as 
nursing  homes,  hospitals,  group  practice  facilities,  in 
unacceptable  noise  tone  (circular  13y0.2). 

New  construction  or  substantial  reliabilitation  of  resi¬ 
dential  or  other  noise  sensitive  land  u.srs  such  as 
nursing  homes,  hospitals,  group  practice  fadlities,  in 
discretionary  (normally  unacceptable)  noise  tone 
(circular  13ii0.2),  which  is  new  development  in  a 
largely  undeveloped  area. 

New  constmction  or  substantial  rehabilitation  of  resi¬ 
dential  or  other  noise  sensitive  land  uses  in  discre¬ 
tionary  (normally  unacceptable)  noi.se  tone  (drcular 
1390.2),  which  is  infill  in  existing  development. 

New  Communities:  Debt  guarantee  or  certiflcatlon  of 
eligibility  or  interest  loan. 


New  communities:  Special  planning  assistance  lo.in  or 
grant. 


Title  X  mortgage  insurance  for  land  development. 


Any  project  which  has  an  effect  on  a  property  listed  on, 
or  nominated  to,  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places. 

Any  project  which  has  an  adverse  effect  on  a  property 
Ust^  on,  or  nominated  to  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places. 


Dedsion  point  stated  in  ap¬ 
pendix  A-1. 


do. 


do. 


Authorization  by  Commu¬ 
nity  Development  Corpo¬ 
ration  Board  of  offer  of 
commitment  or  major 
change  to  approved  plan. 

Authorixation  by  Commu¬ 
nity  Development  Corpo¬ 
ration  Board  of  loan  or 
grant. 

Issuance  of  feasibility  letter 
or  major  change  in  letter 
or  project. 

Dedsion  point  stated  in  ap¬ 
pendix  A-1. 

Dedsion  poitit  stated  in 
appendix  A-1. 


Legislation. 


Departmental  dedsion  to 
sponsor  legislation. 


Regulations  which  have  potential  for  signifleantly  af-  Publication  In  Fkoeral 
fectlng  the  quaUty  of  the  human  environment.  Rroister  of  notice  of  pro¬ 

posed  rule  making. 
Promulgation . 


Policy  and  guidance  documents  which  have  potential  A-85  clearance, 
for  significantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment. 

Promulgation.. 


Environmental  impact  state¬ 
ment. 


Do. 


Pl>ecial  environmental  clear¬ 
ance. 


Environmental  impact  state¬ 
ment. 


Environmental  assessment 
as  part  of  planning  ivod- 
uct. 

Enviroiunental  Impact  state¬ 
ment. 

Spedal  environmental  dear- 
ance. 

Environmental  impact  state¬ 
ment. 

Request  review  by  Advisory 
Council  on  Historic  Pre¬ 
servation. 

Finding  of  inapplicability  or 
draft  and  final  environ¬ 
mental  impact  statement. 

Finding  of  inapplicability  or 
draft  environmental  im¬ 
pact  statement. 

Final  environmental  Impact 
statement,  where  applica¬ 
ble. 

Finding  of  inapplicability  or 
draft  environmental  im¬ 
pact  statement. 

Final  environmental  impact 
statement,  where  appli¬ 
cable. 


'  Project  actions  affected  by  Circular  1390.2  require  that  projects  located  In  the  Unaccept¬ 
able  or  Dlscretlonary-Normally  Unacceptable  noise  exposure  Eone  require  special  approvals 
and  must  Incorporate  noise  attenuation  measures. 


UH.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 

DXTXnOPMXNT 

[HUD  Guide  Form  ECO-1  ] 

APPUCANT’S  ENVIRONMXNTAI.  IMTOBMATION 
Beglon _ Area/Inaorlng  Office 


A.  Applicant /Censor. 

B.  Project  Name  and  Location. 

C.  HUD  Program. 

D.  OMB  Circular  A-95  Review. 

Is  proposed  project  subject  to  A-Ofi  review? 
□  Yes  □  No 

Date  submitted  to  clearinghouses: _ 


Check  one: 

□  State/regional  clearinghouse  comments 

attached. 

□  No  comments  received  after _ dairs 

before  clearinghouses. 

E.  Description  of  Project. 

F.  Description  of  existing  environment  of 
the  site  and  area. 

1.  Existing  physical  environment  (natural 
and  man-made) : 

a.  Land  and  Climate: 

b.  Vegetation,  wildlife  and  natural  areas: 

c.  Surrounding  land  uses  and  physical 
character  of  area: 

d.  Infrastructure: 

e.  Air  pollution  levels : 

f.  Noise  levels: 

g.  Water  pollution  levels: 

h.  Energy  Resources: 

1.  Other: 

2.  Existing  social  environment: 

a.  Community  facilities  and  services: 

b.  Employment  centers  and  commercial 
facilities: 

c.  Character  of  community: 

d.  Other: 

3.  Existing  aesthetic  environment:  (In¬ 
cluding  properties  listed  on,  or  nominated 
to,  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

O.  How  Will  the  Environment  Described 
In  P  Affect  the  Project? 

1.  Physical  environment: 

2.  Social  environment: 

3.  Aesthetic  environment: 

H.  How  WUl  the  Project  Affect  the  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Factors  In  F? 

I.  Physical  environment: 

2.  Social  environment: 

3.  Aesthetic  environment: 

I.  Where  Appropriate,  Describe  the  Quality 
of  the  Environment  Created  by  the  Project 
and  Its  Impact  on  the  Expected  Residents  or 
Users  of  the  Project. 

1.  Physical  environment: 

2.  Social  environment: 

3.  Aesthetic  environment: 

J.  What  Alternatives  to  the  Proposed  Proj¬ 
ect  Were  Considered  and  Why  Were  They 
Rejected:  What  Additional  Alternatives  Can 
'Be  Considered  To  Avoid  Adverse  Environ¬ 
mental  Impacts? 

a.  Alternative  locations  or  sites: 

b.  Alternative  sizes  and  designs: 

K.  Describe  provisions  of  the  proposal 
which  were  specifically  designed  to  reduce 
adverse  environmental  Impacts  or  to  enhance 
environmental  quality.  Describe  abatement 
measures  which  were  rejected  and  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  rejection  (estimate  costs).  Describe 
measures  other  than  those  Included  In  the 
project  being  taken  or  planned  to  enhance 
environmental  quality  or  reduce  adverse  en¬ 
vironmental  impacts. 

L.  What  are  the  known  views  of  govern¬ 
mental  bodies,  private  organizations,  local 
citizens,  etc.,  concerning  the  proposed  proj¬ 
ect?  Identify  known  or  potential  opposition 
groups  and  their  views. 

M.  Certification:  The  applicant/sponsor 

Identified  In  black  A  hereby  certifies  that  the 
Information  furnished  In  this  Applicant’s 
Environmental  Assessment  Is  true  and  accu¬ 
rate  to  the  best  of  his  (Its)  knowledge. 
Date -  Signature _ _ _ 

Title  . . 
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INSTRUCnONS  FOR  COMPLETION  OF  FORM  ECO-1, 
applicant’s  environmental  information 

For  non-houslng  programs,  prepare  In 
triplicate.  Attach'  duplicates  to  A-05  notice 
on  Intent  to  apply  for  Federal  assistance  and 
send  to  appropriate  clearinghouses;  attach 
original  to  application  and  submit  to  HUD. 
F(w  housing  projects  over  A-95  thresholds, 
prepare  In  triplicate  and  send  to  HUD  with 
application  for  transmittal  to  clearinghouses. 
FcM"  housing  projects  under  A-96  thresholds, 
prepare  in  original  and  send  to  HUD  with 
application. 

Attach  additional  sheets  as  necessary  and 
Identify  project  and  item  number  on  each. 
Reference  may  be  made  to  information  In 
application  or  project  file. 

A.  Self-explanatory. 

B.  Self-explanatory. 

C.  Self-explanatory. 

D.  A  HUD  representative  can  advise  you 
whether  or  not  your  project  is  subject  to 
A-96  review. 

E.  Briefly  describe  the  project.  Include  size 
or  scale,  design,  type  of  facilities  Included, 
location,  cost,  and  other  descriptive  features. 
Include  minimum  or  two  (2)  maps:  One 
showing  location  of  project  within  the  city, 
town,  or  metropolitan  area,  and  another 
showing  the  relationship  of  the  project  to 
Immediate  area  and  distance  from  such  major 
landmarks  as  an  airport,  highway  and  roads, 
park,  and  CBD.  Attach  photo  of  site  if 
available. 

P.  Identify  positive  and  negative  aspects 
of  the  existing  environment  of  the  site  and 
area.  Discuss  under  separate  headings  the 
environmental  characteristics  of  the  site  and 
area:  1.  Physical  environment  (natural  and 
man-made) — a.  Land  and  climate. — Soil 
(general  charswteristlcs,  load  bearing  capac¬ 
ity,  existing  and  potential  erosion,  perme¬ 
ability)  ; 

Topography  (general  characteristics,  slope 
grade  of  site— maximum,  minimum,  aver¬ 
age); 

Subsurface  conditions  (geologic  character¬ 
istics,  geologic  faults,  aquifer  recharge): 

Special  conditions  (flood  plain,  unique 
landscape,  potential  for  mudslide,  landslide, 
subsidence,  or  earthquake,  aerial  or  under¬ 
ground  transmission  lines  and  right-of-way ) ; 

Unusual  climatic  conditions  (subject  to 
very  high  rainfall,  flashfloods,  hurricanes,  or 
tornadoes,  strong  winds,  extremes  of  temper¬ 
ature,  etc.). 

b.  Vegetation,  wildlife  and  natural  areas. 
Extent  and  type  of  vegetation  and  wildlife; 
existence  at  on  site  or  proximity  to  unique 
natural  systems  (stream  systems,  wildlife 
breeding  areas,  parks,  etc.). 

c.  Surrounding  land  uses  and  physical 
character  of  area.  Type  of  development 
(single  family  or  high-rise  residential,  in¬ 
dustrial,  commercial,  open  space,  mixed) ; 
land  use  configuration  (land  use  map);  den¬ 
sities;  building  height  and  design;  lot  sizes; 
etc. 

d.  Infrastructure.  Description  (general  de¬ 
scription,  location,  responsible  body,  relation 
of  capacity  to  existing  demand),  of  water 
supply,  sanitary  sewage  and  solid  waste  dis¬ 
posal,  storm  sewers  and  drainage,  energy, 
and  transportation  (roads,  public  transit, 
parking)  facilities  servicing  site. 

e.  Air  pollution  levels.  Extent  of  pollution 
(smog,  dust,  odors,  smoke,  hazardous  emis¬ 
sions)  in  relation  to  local/State  standards, 
and  standards  of  health  and  safety  (freqency 
of  inversions,  air  pollution  alert  or  emer¬ 
gency)  ;  In  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  metro¬ 
politan  area  (conditions  peculiar  to  the  site 
and  immediate  area). 


f.  Noise  levels.  Source  (nearby  airport,  rall- 
way,  highway);  noise  levels  tn  relation  to 
HUD  standards  In  Circular  1390J  (Intrude 
worksheet.  If  appropriate);  vibrations. 

g.  Water  pollution  levels.  Oround  and  sur¬ 
face  water  relevant  to  site  and  area  (drain¬ 
age  basin,  source  of  water  BuiH>ly>  water 
bodies  with  implications  for  health  and  rec¬ 
reational  uses,  etc.). 

h.  Energy  resources.  .Type,  amount  and 
purpose  of  energy  to  be  used,  types  of  actions 
prop>o6ed  to  conserve  energy. 

1.  Other.  Not  included  In  above  categories. 

2.  Existing  Social  Environment — a.  Com¬ 
munity  facilities  and  services — description 
(general  description,  location,  responsible 
body,  relation  of  capacity  to  existing  de¬ 
mand)  of  school,  park,  recreational  and  cul¬ 
tural,  police  and  fire,  and  health  facilities 
servicing  the  site  and  area. 

b.  Employment  centers  and  commercial 
facilities  servicing  site  and  area. 

c.  Character  of  commimlty — socioeco¬ 

nomic  and  racial  characteristics. 

d.  Other — not  Included  In  above  cate¬ 
gories. 

3.  Aesthetic  environment.  General  aes¬ 
thetic  characteristics;  special  features  (na¬ 
tural  or  man-made)  existence  of  on  site  or 
proximity  to  significant  historic,  archaeologi¬ 
cal,  or  architectural  sites  or  property.  In¬ 
cluding  those  listed  on,  or  being  considered 
for  nomination  to,  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places,  scenic  areas,  and  view. 

O.  Discuss  the  quality  of  the  environ¬ 
ment  of  the  area  and  Its  Impact  on  the  ex¬ 
pected  residents  or  users  of  the  proposed 
project.  Describe  major  constraints  or  op¬ 
portunities  presented  by  the  existing  en¬ 
vironment  which  serve  to  limit  or  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  viability  of  the  proposed  project. 
Concentrate  on  critical  features  described 
in  P. 

*  H.  Discuss  under  each  heading  listed: 

1.  .What  is  being  impacted; 

2.  Sources  of  Impact; 

3.  Degree  or  severity  of  impact; 

4.  Relationship  to  official  local  and  area- 
wide  planning. 

I.  Where  appropriate  (e.g.,  for  urban  re¬ 
newal  project,  large  multi-family  housing 
project,  new  community  or  subdivision) , 
discuss  the  relationship  among  the  various 
components  of  the  proposed  project.  Iden¬ 
tify  design  and  other  features  which  will 
assure  that  a  high  quality  of  living  envi¬ 
ronment  will  be  created  by  the  proposed 
project.  Describe  how  the  plans  for  the  proj¬ 
ect  contribute  to  such  environmental  fac¬ 
tors  as: 

1.  Physical  environihent.  Health,  safety, 
comfort,  fvmctlonal  quality. 

2.  Social  environment.  Racial  and  eco¬ 
nomic  composition; 

Opportunity  for  social  Interaction  and 
privacy; 

Community  life  (places  to  meet,  manage¬ 
ment,  organized  activities,  etc.) ; 

Security. 

3.  Aesthetic  environment.  Pleasantness, 
interest,  stimulation. 

J.  Indicate  adverse  environmental  Impacts 
which  would  be  avoided  or  created  by  each 
alternative,  and  discuss  briefly  pros  and 
cons  of  each  alternative.  Discuss  under  sep¬ 
arate  headings: 

a.  Alternative  locations  or  sites  which 
were  considered.  Indicate  alternative  sites 
owned,  controlled,  or  potentially  available 
which  would  be  Investigated  If  the  recom¬ 
mended  Bite  is  unacceptable. 

b.  Major  alternatives  (at  least  one  or  two 
In  each  category)  which  were  considered 
in  terms  of: 


(1)  Size — anticipated  resident/user  pop¬ 
ulation  or  density,  extent  of  coverage,  etc. 

(2)  Design — number  and  height  of  build¬ 
ings  and  placement  on  site,  architectural 
and  design  treatment,  land  uses,  etc. 

What  additional  alternatives,  i.e.,  what  mod- 
Iflcatlons  to  the  proposal’s  size  or  design 
plans,  not  previously  considered  could  be 
investigated  to  reduce  adverse  environmen¬ 
tal  Impacts? 

K.  Discuss  measures  that  will  be  taken  as 
part  of  the  project  to  enhance  environmen¬ 
tal  quality  and  reduce  adverse  environmental 
Impacts.  Examples  of  such  measures  in¬ 
clude:  Measures  to  reduce  air  pollution  levels 
or  excessive  noise  levels  (air  conditioning, 
noise  barriers,  setbacks  or  greenbelts.  Insula¬ 
tion,  etc.);  erosion  and  siltation  control 
measures:  drainage  systems  capable  of  car¬ 
rying  50-year  frequency  rainfall;  on-site 
sewage  or  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  or 
contribution  to  establishment  or  expansion 
of  local  or  regional  system;  preservation  of 
natural  areas  or  open  space;  landscaping 
and  preservation  of  cover;  screening;  expan¬ 
sion  of  new  construction  of  community  fa¬ 
cilities;  discussion  of  Impact  with  commu¬ 
nity  groups:  special  architectural  treatment; 
preservation  of  relocation  of  historic  prop¬ 
erty:  etc.  Discuss  abatement  measures  which 
were  rejected  and  the  reasons  for  rejection 
(estimate  costs) . 

Discuss,  also,  measures  other  than  those 
included  In  the  proposal  being  taken  or 
planned  by  local  governmental  bodies.  State 
agencies,  other  Federal  agencies,  or  private 
groups  or  individuals  which  will  enhance  en¬ 
vironmental  quality  or  reduce  adverse  en¬ 
vironmental  Impacts  of  the  project.  ’These 
may  Include  actions  or  plans  by  the  locality 
to  expand  Infrastructure  and  community 
facilities  and  services  to  meet  the  demand 
Imposed  by  the  project  and  by  growth  in  the 
area;  controls  imposed  by  appropriate  agen¬ 
cies  or  governmental  bodies  or  private  orga¬ 
nizations  to  preserve  natural  areas,  open 
space,  or  historic  sites;  plans  to  anticipate 
and  cope  with  the  long-term  Impacts  of  the 
project  speclflcally  and  growth  In  the  area 
In  general;  efforts  to  reduce  pollution  levels 
In  the  area  and  prevent  further  pollution; 
public  or  private  projects  which  will  Improve 
the  environment  of  the  area  or  meet  the 
needs  of  the  residents  or  users  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  project.  Distinguish  between  actions 
underway.  Arm  and  tentative  plans,  and  pre¬ 
liminary  discussions. 

L.  Describe  the  position  regarding  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  the  local  and  State  officials  with 
Jurisdiction  over  planning,  zoning,  building 
and  subdivision  controls  and  regulations, 
pollution  control,  public  services  needed  by 
the  project,  conservation  and  recreation,  his¬ 
toric  preservation,  etc.,  as  appropriate.  Does 
the  project  conflict  with  measures  taken  by 
g^overnmental  bodies  to  control  growth,  pre¬ 
vent  adverse  environmental  Impacts,  or  en¬ 
hance  environmental  quality  for  the  existing 
community  (e.g.,  moratorium  on  building 
permits,  preservation  of  open  space  or  sites 
or  property  of  historic,  archaeological,  archi¬ 
tectural,  or  cultural  value  or  signlflcance, 
limit  on  traffic,  limitation  of  loan  on  sewage 
treatment  facilities)  ? 

Describe  private  organizations,  community 
groups  with  special  Interest  In  the  proposal, 
both  for  and  against  the  project.  Identify 
actual  or  potential  opposition,  issues  In¬ 
volved  In  the  opposition,  and  extent  of  con¬ 
troversy.  Indicate  the  probability.  If  any,  of 
litigation  regarding  the  project  and  the  prob¬ 
able  grounds  for  such  litigation. 
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